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associated with trotting would have pre-
f erred to retain the name of the gentleman
who was more or less responsible for
making what is now Gloucester Park
possibly the best trotting ground in jte
southern hemisphere.

I am sure that many of those who have
followed trotting over the years would
hold similar views and feel that the namie
Brennan Park should have been retained.
I understand, however, when the Duke of
Gloucester visited Western Australia,
somebody had the idea that it was desir-
able to change the name to Gloucester
Park. This of course is now history, but
I do feel that the name Brennan Park
should have been retained.

I certainly believe the Bill Is necessary.
Quite apart from my interest in thorough-
bred horses I had, as I have already indi-
cated, been Interested in trotting horses.
I have more or less followed horses all my
life, except, possibly, during the depression
years when I was not able to devote as
much time as I would have liked to the
sport.

One of my horses won the South-West
Derby, so this will give members some
indication that I have some knowledge
of both trotting horses and thoroughbreds.
I do not by any means seek to imply that
I am an expert in the field, but I do have
considerable knowledge of the matter and
I can speak on It with some authority.

I support the Bill. I think we should do
all we can to place it on the Statute book
of Western Australia.

THE HON. T. 0. PERRY (Lower Cen-
tral) [5.04 p.m.]: I believe the popularity
achieved by trotting in Western Australia
has prompted the W.A.T.A. to seek an
increase in the number of meetings which
are held in the metropolitan area.

The purpose of the Bill is to provide
that a certain number of meetings be
held in any one year; it seeks to increase
the number that are already held. I do
not know, however, whether the reference
to "any one year" means a calendar year
or a trotting year.

I think most of us are aware that the
trotting year commences on the 1st
August, and, accordingly, I would like the
Minister to inform me whether the
reference to any one year means, In fact,
any one trotting year.

At the moment it is most unusual to
hold a T.A.B. meeting in the near country
areas at the same time as a trotting meet-
ing is held in the metropolitan area. When
I refer to the near country areas I mean
places lie Bunbury, Northam, Cunder-
din and Merredin.

During the Kalgoorlie round meetings
are heldF sometimes at Kalgoorlie on the
same nights as those held in the metro-
politan area. With that exception, how-
ever, I cannot recall a T.A.B. meeting
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being held in a country area on the same
night as one is held in the metropolitan
area.

The purpose of this practice is not to res-
trict the country people from visiting the
metropolitan area when meetings are held
in that area. Accordingly if the number
of meetings are increased In the metropoli-
tan area I feel this could inhibit the
trotting clubs with T.A.E. facilities at Bun-
bury, Harvey, Pinjarra, Northam, York
and elsewhere, because these clubs would
be prevented from holding meetings on
the same nights on which they are held in
the metropolitan area.

I would like the Minister to clarify this
before I give the Bill my support.

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon. C. H. Abbey.

House adjourned at 5.06 p.m.

Thursday, the 14th September, 1972

The SPEAKER (Mr. Norton) took the
Chair at 2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

PARLIAMENTARY COMMENTARIES

Background Film
THlE SPEAKER (Mr. Norton): I wish to

advise members that I have granted
TVW 7 permission to make a very short
silent film of Parliament in session for use
in parliamentary commentaries. This will
take place at 3.30 p.m. this afternoon.

KWINANA-BALGA POWER LINE
Tenders for Construction: Urgency

motion

THE SPEAKER (Mr. Norton): I wish
to advise the House that under Standing
Order 48 1 have received the following
request:-

Dear Mr. Speaker,
I desire to seek your approval to

move when the Legislative Assembly
meets at 2.15 p.m. today for the ad-
journment of the House as a matter
of urgency for the purpose of dis-
cussing the following:-
(1) The seriously unsatisfactory posi-

tion that has developed in local
industry due to the Government's
decision to enter into a contract
with E.P.T. worth approximately
$7.7 million for 330 WV transmis-
sion lines, IKwinana - Southern
Terminal, Southern Terminal-
Northern Terminal, Ewinana-
Northern Terminal when Pre-
tender information under date
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13th July and referred to In 15th
July newspaper advertisements
refers to:-
(a) specifications being available

In the fourth quarter 1912
when tenders are called,

(b) intending tenderers should
register their names with the
General Manager, State Elec-
tricity Commission, Welling-
ton Street, Perth by 5 p.m..
29th September, 1972 by
completion of the form at-
tached to the pre-tender in-
formation, and

(c) reference in the pre-tender
information that the order to
design, supply and construct
the transmission lines will be
placed in the first quarter
1973.

(2) In good faith local companies
have worked on the pre-tender In-
formation only to find that an
announcement has been made by
the Government that It is extend-
ing the E.P.T.'s existing contract
and thereby making futile the pre-
tender information and the Invi-
tation to intending tenderers to
register by the 29th September,
although this date is still more
than a fortnight hence, and

(3) The Government appears to have
been m'sled about the available
capacity to undertake this work
locally by firms other than E.P.T.

Yours sincerely,
CHARLES COURT,

Leader of the Opposition.

Are there seven members who support the
motion?

Seven members having risen in their
places,

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-
Leader of the Opposition) [2.20 p.m.]:
I move-

That the House do now adjourn.
I have studied the Standing Orders of this
House, and this is the only procedure which
will enable the Opposition, and indeed the
whole of the Legislative Assembly, to dis-
cuss today this question which has caused
a great deal of uncertainty and concern
amongst the industries of this State. It is
not a very satisfactory procedure because
after the normal number of speakers, the
motion before the House has to be with-
drawn. Also, there is only limited time
available. I will therefore be as concise as
possible in presenting to the House the
reason for our concern. Also, the Govern-
ment should be given an opportunity to
explain why it has taken this action.

It Is a fact that In the Industries of
this State at the moment a lot of serious
concern has developed following an an-
nouncement in The West Australian dated
the 12th September, under the heading,
"W.A. firm may build pylons." The
article reads-

The A.L.P. State executive was told
last night that most of the pylon con-
struction work for the Kwinana-Balga
power line might be done in W.A.

The work has been offered to Elec-
tric Power Transmission, which in
turn has asked the State Government
for financial assistance to extend its
Plant at Kwinana.

Following that bald announcement from
the State Executive of the A.LP., the
Minister later In the day Issued a Press
statement. The Opposition raised some
questions regarding this matter during the
sittings on Tuesday and Wednesday.

As we understand the position-and we
cannot be precise about this because we
have not had a firm statement-the Gov-
ernment has arranged with E.P.T. to ex-
tend an existing contract which we be-
lieve is for less than $1,000,000 and in-
volves approximately 11 miles of pylons.
We understand the contract is to be ex-
tended to cover the new contract for some
$7,700,000. If this is correct, of course, it
is a case of the tall wagging the dog. It
is not unusual for a contract of, say,
$7,700,000 to be extended to include a fur-
ther contract of another $1,000,000 or so
as a logical extension of the work: but it
must be quite without precedent for this
to be done the other way around.

The main part of this story starts with
an advertisement which appeared in The
West Australian on Saturday, the 15th
July, 1972. The advertisement reads as
follows:-

The State Electricity Commission of
Western Australia

Tenders
for

330kV Transmission Lines
1. Kwinana-Southern Terminal.
2. Southern Terminal-Northern Ter-

minal,
3. Swinana-Northern Terminal

Tenders will be invited during the
fourth quarter of 1972 for the design
and construction of the above trans-
mission lines.

Preliminary information will be
made available to prospective ten-
derers from Tuesday, 18th July, 1972
at the office of the Controller of Stores.
2nd Floor, 365 Wellington Street,
Perth. The Specifications and other
Tender documents will be available
to persons who advise their intention
to tender after examination of the
preliminary information.
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Following that some pre-tender informa-
tion dated the 13th July, 1912, was issued.
I will not read all of it, but I think some
Portions should be recorded because they
are Pertinent to our study of this problem
today. Under the heading of "Specifica-
tions and Tenders" the following is
stated:-

Specifications will be available in the
fourth quarter 1972 when Tenders are
called.

I emphasise the words, "when tenders are
called."

Mr. Graham: Emphasise the fourth
quarter too.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The document
continues--

Prospective tenderers will be able to
inspect the documents at the Commis-
sion's Head Office before purchase.

A deposit of $200 to establish bona
fides as to intention to tender will be
required for one full set of documents.
The deposit will be refunded on sub-
mission of a completed tender. Fur-
ther copies of the Specification can
be obtained for the price of Four Dol-
lars ($4) per copy.

Then, in part 5, under the heading of
"Order," the following is stated:-

The order to design, supply and
construct the transmission lines will
be placed in the first quarter 1973.

Under the heading of "Preference" in
part '7 we find the following:-

Preference will be given where the
materials being offered are fabricated
in Western Australia and tenderers
will be requested to state the nature
and extent of the Western Australian
content.

Then in part 12, under the heading of
"Intention to Tender," the document
reads-

Intending Tenderers shall register
their names with the General Man-
ager, State Electricity Commission,
Wellington Street. Perth W.A. by 5.00
p.m. 29th September, 1972 by com-
pletion of the attached form.

Some other details are given Including the
form to which I have referred; the idea
being, of course, that Potential tenderers
would have a look at the document and see
whether the job was within their capacity
and, if so, they would Proceed to be regis-
tered as potential tenderers.

I emphasise that, firstly, tenders were
to be called in the fourth quarter of 1972;
and, secondly, it was intended that pro-
spective tenderers would have until 5.00
p.m. on the 29th September in which to
indicate their desire to tender.

Mr. Speaker, you can imagine the shock
of these people when, right out of the blue.
they read in the paper following the meet-
ing of the State Executive of the A.L.P.

that the Government had decided to have
the work done by way of a negotiated ex-
tension Of an existing contract with E.P.T.
for an amount of something like $1,700,000.
I understand that some companies re-
ceived letters reading as follows:-

We refer to your response to our
press advertisements in connection
with construction of the above lines.

We wish to advise that due to a
change in circumstances it is no long-
er our intention to invite tenders and
the work is to be covered by extension
of an existing contract.

It is regretted that you may have
been inconvenienced as a result of
this decision.

I think the last paragraph of that letter
must be this week's understatement. One
can imagine that many of these people are
desperate for work and some of them are
using only 25 per cent, of their capacities.
They are very anxious to obtain--either
alone or as a consortia-the tender for
the work, because this is attractive work
with no complications once the design has
been settled.

The other point stressed in roy letter
to you, Sir, is that these companies have
in good faith worked on the pre-tender in-
formation believing that they would have
until the 29th September in which to
indicate their Intention to be tenderers,
and that tenders would actually be called
in a formal manner in the fourth quarter-
that is, October-November-December.

Also, it was understood from the pre-
tender information that the actual order
would be late in the first quarter of 1973-
that is, January-February-March.

The third part of my letter to you, Mr.
Speaker, refers to the fact that the Gov-
ernment appears to have been misled about
the available capacity to undertake this
work locally of firms other than E.PT. I
say in all kindness that the Government
appears to have been misled because
through some source or other it must have
been informed that the capacity does not
exist here in respect of the design, the
galvanising, or the actual fabrication.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: What facts can you
submit to say that they have the capacity?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I have only
limited time at my disposal-

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: It Is all very well to
dodge the issue.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I want to say
quite categorically-

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: You are a past master
at making general statements without sup-
porting them with facts.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Mr. Speaker, I
have limited time and I want to get on
with my story.
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Mr. 3. T. Tonkin: Well, put It over pro-
perly.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Sir CHARLES COURT: Just keep quiet

for a moment and I will be able to sub-
stantiate what I am saying. The Chamber
of Manufactures has assured me that the
capacity does exist here.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: That is not good
enough.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Well, that is a
very nice Interjection, and I will Indeed
be Pleased to see that the right people hear
It.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: 1, too, have had many
assurances.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I am sure that
so far as this project Is concerned the
capacity Is here in this State.

Mr- 3. T. Tonkin: Give us some proof
it is here.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Hart has very
skilled galvanising capacity, whith it is
expanding. Once the design is completed,
the fabrication of these pylons is compara-
tively easy when measured against some of
the very sophisticated work that has been
done for the north. Added to this is the
fact that we have In this State engineering
capacity that is not used beyond 25 to
40 per cent. in the eases of some work-
shops.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Tell us where the
galvanising capacity exists in this State.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Hart has very
good capacity in galvanising. The Premier
has been advised of this: an extension of
Its capacity is taking place to meet the
requirements, even assuming-and I do
not admit this--the existing capacity Is
not sufficient.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: I am advised that
the galvanising capacity does not exist
here.

Sir CHARLES COURT: It amazes me
that we have a Government which should
be turning over backwards to help local
industry to function, but which Is prepared
to accept the word of somebody without
having a look into the situation itself. if
the Premier Is calling the members of the
Chamber of Manufactures liars he should
say that to their feces. I have been as-
sured the capacity exists in Western Aus-
tralia.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Who assured you?

Sir CHARLES COURT: The Chamber
of Manufactures.

Mr. 3. T. Tonkin:. We will find out.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I hope the
Premier will give us proof. Which officers
or Ministers went out to look at the situ-

ation and to satisfy themselves? Is it
not strange that the firm of E.P.T. has to
be financed by the Government? I know
of no other tenderer which will be financed
by the Government.

I am not questioning the capacity of
E.P.T. which is a very experienced firm.
Originally it came from Italy and started
operations on the Snowy Mountains pro-
ject, specialising in transmission work.
No-one is questioning the technical capa-
city of that firm, but we are ques-
tioning the action of the Government,
Having called people to apply as tenderers
and giving them until 5.00 p.m. on the
29th September to make their 'wishes,
known, all of a sudden these people picked
up a newspaper to find that following a
meeting of the State Executive of the
A.L.P. the tenders will not be called in
that way. They then received a letter
from the Government saying, "We are
sorry. We have changed our methods be-
cause of new circumstances.' Then they
read the answers given by the Minister
for Electricity to some questions which
were asked in the House. AS I understand
the position, the Press this morning did
not report the answer to my question cor-
rectly. because the Minister divided my
question Into two parts. The first part
of my question was-

(1) Has the proposed contract with
E.P.T. for the Kwinana-Balga
power line pylons proceeded to a
point where it must be finalised
with E.P.T., or is it still possble
for other tenderers to be con-
sidered?

The Minister for Electricity replied-
(1) The question is in two parts. The

answer to the first part is "Yes."
The answer to the second part is
that tenders have not been called
for.

The second part of the Minister's answer
then took on new significance. I can only
assume that as the Minister had said "Yes"
to the first part, the Press misunderstood
the Minister's intention. I understood
that when the Minister gave his answer
he, In fact, Indicated to Parliament that
negotiations with E.PT. had proceeded so
far that the point of no return had been
reached. No doubt he will advise the
Press or the House In due course, so that
the record can be put straight. This is
desirable, because this morning some
people got in touch with me, and I believe
some also got In touch with the Minister,
to ascertain whether the Minister could
clarify the position. Having read the news-
paper this morning they felt they would be
given another chance to submit tenders.

I have on the notice paper today a
series of questions which cover this matter
fairly extensively.
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Mr. J7. T. Tonkin: I regret to inform you
that you vwill not get the answers to some
of them, because there was not suffcient
time.

Sir CHARLES COURT: These questions
do cover the situation adequately. I realise
that in view of the announcement in this
morning's newspaper, and in view of the
great concern that has been expressed in
the community over the changed method
of getting the work done, it is desirable
and, in fact, very necessary for the Op-
position to take this step and to avail
itself of whatever facilities are available
through the House to bring this matter
to the notice of Parliament.

We have very limited time to debate
this question, and we have agreed on the
number of speakers. I am hoping that
whichever Minister is to reply on behalf
of the Government will explain the real
circumstances as to why the Government
has seen fit to change the method. Having
called people to register as potential ten-
derers, having issued this pre-tender in-
formation which is quite specific, having
advertised nationally, all of a sudden it
states that it will extend the compara-
tively small existing contract to a firm
which is to be financially assisted to give
it the capacity to do the job.

The other information which I would
like from the Government. which pertains
to the interjections made by the Premier-
and apparently this upset him-

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: That is because you
will not give any detail.

Sir CHARLES COURT:-concerns the
authority by which the Government was
advised, and the advice it accepted that
this was beyond local capacity.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: There is no doubt
about that.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I cannot find
anyone who has been interviewed or which
premises have been Inspected to ascertain
whether the firms here could, in fact, meet
the requirements of these specifications.
The Chamber of Manufactures is quite
emphatic that its members can do this
work.

From my own knowledge of steel fabri-
cation I know they can do the work here.
The only query is on the galvanising side.
I know that previously some of this work
was done outside the State, because at
the time there was so much work in the
State we did not have enough people to
undertake that particular work.

Mr. May: In 1971?
Sir CHARLES COURT: The present

Government was in omfce in 1971.
Mr. May: So was your Government.
Sir CHARLES COURT: Not for very

Mr. May: That was good.

Sir CHIARLES COURT: Today we have
the situation in this State where people
are screaming out for work. I am sure the
Minister is aware that the unions have
been pressing him to be more vigilant to
ensure that this work is done in Western
Australia.

Also we would like to know what the
$250,000 will be used for by E.P.T. and
what type of expansion it will undertake.
This is a company which has a permanent
installation in the Swinana area, but from
my understanding of its operations it
operates on a stop-go basis. It might ob-
tain a contract which it has the reputation
of being able to undertake satisfactorily,
but when the job is done it is inclined to
fold up operations and wait for the next
contract; whereas firms like Forwood
Downs, Mitchell Cotts, Vickers, Structural
Engineering, and others meet continuing
obligations, and they have a sense of re-
sponsibility to provide continuous employ-
ment for their employees.

No-one is questioning the capacity of
E.P.T. It has had technical capacity in
Italy, and it has developed further capa-
city In Australia; furthermore, it has
specialised in this sort of work. However,
this should not preclude Western Aus-
tralian firms from gaining the experience,
possessing as they do what I believe to
be adequate capacity to tender for this
work. If we preclude them we will find
that the State will never gain the required
expertise to carry out this type of work
up to and beyond the design stage.

my own opinion as a layman is that
the most crucial part of this project is
the designing, and following that the test-
ing of the pylons. I do not know whether
there is to be any serious departure from
the design and technical construction of
the 11 miles of Pylons which E.P.T.
had under the first contract. I should
imagine the basic design would be the
same; but If it is not I hope the Minister
will tell us. From that information we
would be in a better position to judge
whether or not the Government has been
right in its Judgment in respect of arrang-
ing an extension of this tender.

I would also like to know the basis on
which the Government has satisfied itself
that E.P.T. has offered a price which would
be better than a tender price on a com-
petitive basis, because the Government
will leave itself exposed to a very severe
challenge if it is adding $7,700,000 to an
existing contract of $750,000 or $1,000,000
as the existing contractor always has an
advantage over a newcomer. It is dif-
ferent if only 10 or 15 Per cent. is being
added to an existing contract.

When this is done the other way around
it does not make sense; so, the Govern-
ment should be quite frank as to the
change in its tactics. Having got the
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people interested in pre-tender informa-
tion, and having got them conditioned to
the tenders being called in the last quarter
of the Year with firm orders that will be
let in the first quarter of next Year. all of
a sudden the Government announced that
it would be changing the method, by ex-
tending a comparatively small existing con-
tract to a firm which is to be financially
assisted to give it the capacity to carry out
this undertaking.

One final point: In the information re-
leased by the Government it was stated
that the new contract will Provide for at
least 70 Per cent. of the work to be done
locally. I would just like to know why the
figure of 70 per cent, was mentioned be-
cause from information I have gathered it
seems that other contractors would be al-
most 100 Per cent, local. I think this is
important and more information is re-
quired to clear up the point.

The SPEAKER: Order! The honour-
able member's time has expired.

MR. NALDER (Katannlng) [2.40 p.m.]:
I take up the cause In this Situation be-
cause I believe the Government has again
attacked the confidence built up by the
Previous Government. This seems to have
been the Position on a number of occasions
when the Government has come into con-
tact with industry In this State.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Will the Member
explain why the Previous Government let a
contract to E.P.T.?

Mr. NALDER: That has nothing to do
with the case at the moment.

Sir Charles Court: Was that not an
open tender?

Mr. NALTER: The position is that ten-
derers in this State had been informed
that contracts were to be let for a certain
type of work. We know that the pro-
gramme which has been planned by the
State Electricity Commission-through the
officers of the commission-is a long-term
one. Considerable research has been car-
died out in detail, and we know the pro-
gramme envisages a power line travelling
from the Kwinana power station, first of
all to Jandakot, and then across to Gas-
nells. At that stage one line will be posi-
tioned along the escarpment to Balga, and
a second line will follow a similar route
through the foothills and then extend to
Balga. The two routes will involve ap-
Proximately 100 miles of Power lines.

We have been told the approximate
cost but we are working aL little in the
dark because we do not know the details
of agreements entered into by the Gov-
ernment. We do not know the details of
the contracts, and the lengths of the ex-
tensions. Also, we do not know what the
increased cost structure will be but our
guess is that it will be well and truly
above the estimated $7,700,000.

The programme will not be completed
until 1975 so it is quite likely that the
amount of money spent could be in the
vicinity of $8,000,000 to $10,000,000. The
confidence in the State which was estab-
lished by the previous Government is being
undermined.

As I said last night: What next can the
public of this State expect from the
present Government? An advertisement
was placed in the Press by the S.E.C.-no
doubt in good faith-but now the contract
has been taken out of its hands. I do not
know bow the responsible people working
in the State Electricity Commission feel
when they see their work being under-
mined by the actions of this Government.

The advertisement was to the effect that
companies in this State interested in ten-
dering for the contracts could do so. We
did not know what Percentage of the total
work was required to be done, or whether
local firms would be able to do all or part
of it. We did not know what sections the
local people would tender for.

To my knowledge not one local com-
pany received any information prior to the
announcement which appeared in the
Press earlier this week. Companies have
since received notice that the whole pro-
gramme which was advertised is to be
discontinued, and the present contractors
are to be allowed to continue. We do not
know whether or not the contractor will be
allowed to subcontract for some of the
work, or whether other companies will be
invited to assist. We are completely in
the dark.

We believe the public should be informed
of the details so that in the future people
will know what the situation will be. I
would hate to be in the position of an
officer or a member of the S.E.C.

Mr. May: That is a very nice thing to
say!

Mr. NALDER: Well, what would the
Minister do if he had worked out a pro-
gramme and then had that programme
completely taken out of his hands?

Mr. May: You do not know what con-
tracts have been let.

Mr. NALDER: Why not tell the public?
Mr. May: You do not even know what

contracts were let in your term, and you
were the Minister, flow many were let?

Mr. NALDER: The Minister is trying to
back-pedal because he is being asked to
let the public know the true situation.

Mr. May:
a little over
know. How

You were the Minister only
12 months ago so surely you
many were let?

Mr. NALDER: What the Minister is say-
Ing is emphasising the very fact that the
officers and members of the commission,
having carried out research and worked
out a programme, will now have the job
completely taken out of theft hands.
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Mr. May: What about their comments
on your article which appeared in the
Press this year?

Mr. NALDEE: Does the Government
consider that this sort of thing will build
up confidence? As the Premier said when
speaking to a motion yesterday, we have
to be objective and create confidence. If
the Government cannot create confidence,
I do not know who will when this sort of
thing happens.

We are justified in airing a situation
like this in Parliament. If an organisa-
tion has the responsibility of undertaking
a job on behalf of the community it should
obtain the best contract price available.
Unless the Minister, or the Government,
can explain exactly what has happened,
and give reasons for these actions, then
I think it is obvious the Government has
panicked. The Government has endeav-
oured to make it appear that jobs will be
created.

This House should not remain silent.' I
would remind members that considerable
opposition would have been raised had the
position of the Government been reversed.
Had we been in Government and had we
taken action similar to that taken by the
present Government. I guarantee there
would have been a severe thunderstorm
this afternoon.

We are justified In bringing to the notice
of the general public the situation which
has developed. I hope we will receive a
satisfactory reply from the Minister who
is In charge of this undertaking.

MR. MAY (Clontarf-Minister for Elec-
tricity) [2.50 p.m.]: Normally, a motion
such as this is of tremendous importance
to a Government, but in view of the fact
that it is the usual Thursday afternoon
statement or the Leader of the Opposition
it loses some of its importance.

I would like to say at the outset that
this matter is of tremendous importance
to Western Australia. It seems to have
escaped the attention of the Opposition
that it is an endeavour to bring a contract
to fruition much sooner than was expected
and to bring added employment to Western
Australia. It seems that every time this
Government endeavours to obtain employ-
ment for W estern Australia it is criticised
by the Opposition.

Sir Charles Court: When did you invite
tenders?

Mr. MAY: The Opposition brings no
concrete evidence whatsoever. I hope the
Leader of the Opposition will realise that
during the course of his speech I inter-
jected once.

It is strange that every Lime this Gov-
ernment endeavours to improve the em-
ployment Position in Western Australia It
is met with either a censure motion or an

urgency motion. Last night we had a
most puerile censure motion, which has
been followed by another one this after-
noon in which the Opposition attempts to
criticise the Government. It Is a ridicu-
lous situation.

Regarding the comments made by the
Leader of the Country Party, who was the
Minister for Electricity until 12 or 18
months ago, he does not even know how
many contracts were let or how many
people tendered for the contract 12 or 18
months ago. For his information, two
people tendered for the contract about
which he does not know anything.

I will take this matter further. On the
15th October, 1970, preliminary information
was prepared for prospective tenderers.
That was during the regime of the previ-
ous Government when the Leader of the
Country Party was the Minister for Elec-
tricity. Tenders were called to specifica-
tion on the 2nd November, 1970. and a
letter of Intent was approved by the
Executive Council. On the 17th Febru-
ary, 1971, three days before the State
election, two tenders were received for this
work. The Leader of the Opposition said
it was only a small amount of work. The
tender submitted by Electric Power Trans-
mission of New South Wales was
$750,000.74, and the other tender was
$3,298,084.

Sir Charles Court: What has that to
do with the present situation?

Mr. MAY: May I continue? The trouble
is the Leader of the opposition thinks he
is the only person who knows anything
about this business. What about giving
us an opportunity to explain the situation
to the people who want to listen-who
are the members of the public, not the
members of this Chamber?

Sir Charles Court: You are wasting your
own time.

Mr. MAY: The Leader of the Country
Party has gone very quiet. At this point
in time we decided we would have a look
at the tenders. On the 15th July we ad-
vertised asking companies whether they
would care to consider the possibility of
tendering. No tenders were called for.
Last night, I asked the Leader of the
Opposition to apologise, which he did not
do.

Sir Charles Court: He did not have to.
Mr. MAY: When he read the advertise-

mnent fully he found he had made a mis-
take but he was not prepared to apologise.
He Is always jumping to his feet and
asking everyone else to apologise. He him-
self made a mistake and did not apologise.

The information which I propose to read
is signed by the General Manager of the
State Electricity Commission and approved
by the commission. Members of the Op-
position know that on the commission
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there are quite a number of people who
would look after their interests, and that
is the reason they are on the commission.
This information will surely be of par-
ticular interest to the Opposition. I will
read out some of the recommendations
that were made by the commission, which
I think will refute the statement made by
the member for Mt. Lawley that the mat-
ter had been taken out of the bands of
the Minister. I can assure him quite
definitely it was not taken out of the hands
of the Minister and that it is still very
much in the hands of the Minister. The
report reads-

The Commission's engineers and
Accountants have studied the E.PT.
proposal and are generally in agree-
ment that an equitable contract could
ne entered into on the terms offered.
There are some differences in escala-
tion rates, labour and material prices
which would require resolution with
the Company, but these would have
only minor effect on the final contract
figure.

One alternative would be to call for
tenders in the normal way. This would
almost certainly produce tenders
which would favour Eastern States or
overseas contractors or a tender by
E.P.T. having the degree of W.A. par-
ticipation which they are now pro-
posing. At the best this would result
in a contract being awarded in 6/9
months' time, thus providing no early
relief to unemployment.

Another alternative would be to
fragment the work Into sections which
safely could be reposed in local con-
tractors.

This is the Point raised by the Leader of
the Opposition and the Leader of the
Country Party. The report continues--

This would call for supply of de-
signs of towers and foundations by the
Commission and would produce uni-
economic fabrication by conventionally
equipped structural workshops. There
would be delays while designs were
subjected to tests. Separate arrange-
ments would have to be made for
erection and stringing. This would be
a most undesirable arrangement from
an engineering Point of view as the
line of responsibility would not be
clear and it would be most un-
economic.

Further on the report says-
Prom the rates tendered by E.P.T.

for the Just completed 11 mile section
from Kwlnana to Southern Terminal
and escalated to Present-day rates,
E.P.T. have calculated a basic tender
price for the new work on tower and
foundation types and numbers esti-
mated by the Commission of $7,453,528.
This figure has been checked and
verified by the Commission's engineers

and accountants and would apply If
the steelwork were fabricated and
galvanised in New South Wales.

Using the same data, but on the as-
sumption that there would be mnaxi-
mum W.A. participation, whereby 70%
of the weight of steelwork would be
fabricated in W.A., the basic tender
price would be $7,689,896.

The value of tower and
foundation steelwork
would be ... .... 3,376,688

70% of Western Australian
manufacture would be 2,363,690

10% of this sum would be 236,369
which is the difference between the
two tender prices given above.

It will be seen that the Company is
seeking 10% extra on this particular
section of the work. The extra
amount which this represents is con-
sidered very reasonable in view of the
less sophisticated production and gal-
vanising methods which will apply in
their Kwinana Works as compared to
their N.S.W. Works, even though the
Kwinana Works methods will be much
more economic than those employed in
conventional structural works.

Also, the Company will make an
early start on the project and this
will Involve a considerable amount of
uneconomic out-of-sequence field
operations. The 10% premium on the
steel fabrication segment of the con-
tract will be the only recoup apart
from indeterminable savings in over-
heads.

Yesterday I came into possession of a Press
statement which was issued by the
Chamber of Manufactures. I have no
objection to Press statements Provided
they are in fact true. The Press statement
to which I just referred states--

The President of the West Aust-
ralian Chamber of Manufactures Inc.,
Mr. C. T. Pullan, today expressed the
concern of the Chamber at the news
reports regarding the decision by the
State Government to grant to Electric
Power Transmission, an overseas com-
pany-

This is the point I am trying to make.
The Chamber of Manufactures said it was
an overseas company.

E.PT. was responsible for a good deal
of work in the Snowy Mountains scheme. It
did very well and established itself In
Western Australia, where it has been do-
ing work. I can remember that when I
was working with the Goldsworthy Mining
Company, EP.T. did a terrific amount of
work for the iron ore companies in the
north of this State. If we can give em-
ployment in Western Australia to a com-
pany which is already established here and
which, because of a guarantee the Gov-
ernment will arrange, will extend its
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works in this State for the processing of
overseas contracts, I am certain our
actions will receive full acceptance by the
public of Western Australia.

I will be very surprised if all the mem-
bers of the Country Party concur with
the Leader of the Opposition because,' if
ever there was a possibility of electricity
going into the country areas and providing
employment which will assist the Country
Party, it is through this particular contract.

Mr. Speaker, there is no case to answer.
As a matter of fact, this is another
Thursday afternoon episode in the con-
tinuing series of attacks led by the Leader
of the Opposition. Every Thursday after-
noon the Leader of the Opposition asks a
question without notice which could have
been put on the notice paper. You, Sir, have
been very lenient and his questions without
notice have been answered. This is a typi-
cal Thursday afternoon procedure, and it
will be reported In the Press, on tele-
vision, and in the weekend Papers.

Sir Charles Court: Are You not being
harassed by industries?

Mr. MAY: This conduct ill-behoves the
Leader of the Opposition. I can remember
his criticising me and saying, "The most
charitable thing I can say about the mem-
ber for Clontart is that he is having a
go." The most charitable thing I can say
about the* Leader of the Opposition Is
that he is having a go. Hie is over-exposing
himself. He has not given us definite
details.:I

Sir Charles Court: Why don't you
answer the question.

Mr. MAY: If he intends to lead a virile
Opposition, he should put up something of
substance. He should not attempt to de-
tract from a Government which is en-
deavouring to provide employment for the
people of the State. We will continue to
providei employment and it Is this fact
which worries the Leader of the Opposi-
tion. All -of a sudden this Government is
beginning *to generate employment. The
downturn in the economy was created by
the previous Govermient, but I can assure
theLeader of the Opposition that we will
generate employment. This is Just one of
the moves we have In -the pipeline-and
it is more than the previous Government
left there. I have much pleasure In oppos-
ing thermotion.-

Sir Charles Court: Why don't you ans-
wer the questions we have raised?

Mr. MAY: This motion is wasting the
time of a Government which is attempting
to get on and do a job.

Mr. O'Neil: How about answering the
questionis?

MRt. THiMPSON mDarling Range) [3.02
ytm.]: This particular project Is yet
another bliunder perpetrated by the Gov-
ernment.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: I hope you will ad-
vance something to substantiate that.

Mr. THOMPSON: I will.
Sir Charles Court: Keep going.
Mr. THOMPSON: I would like to draw

attention to an advertisement which
appeared in The West Australian on the
15th July. The Minister says that this
advertisement is not calling for tenders.
It is headed quite clearly, "Tenders." It
goes on to say-

Tenders will be invited during the
fourth quarter of 1972 for the design
and construction of the above trans-
mission lines.
Preliminary information will be made
available to prospective tenderers from
Tuesday, 18th July, 1972 at the office
of the Controller of Stores, 2nd Floor,
365 Wellington Street, Perth. The
Specifications and other Tender docu-
ments will be available to persons who
advise their intention to tender after
examination of the preliminary infor-
mation.

Mr. May: Do you still maintain that is
cailing for tenders?

Mr. O'Connor: It is misleading the
people.

Mr. THOMPSON: It says, "Tenders will
be invited."

Mr. May: You are indicating that the
officers of the S.E.C. are misleading the
public.

Mr. THOMPSON: I am saying that this
advertisement announced that tenders will
be invited. Not only that, but the S.E.C.
issued a document on the 13th July, 1972.

Mr. May: It says nothing about calling
.f or tenders.

Mr. O'Neil: It says "Tenders will be
invited."

Mr. THOMPSON: The advertisement
says that specifications will be available.
I will read it again.

Mr. May: I have It here.
Mr. THOMPSON: Thbis is the advertise-

ment of the 15th July. It reads-_
Tenders will be invited-

Mr. May: They had not been called.
Mr. THOMPSON: Perhaps the Minister

will tell me this: What is the purpose of
inserting such an advertisement in the
Press if It was not to get people interested
In tendering and gearing themselves to sub-
mit a tender?

Mr. May: We agree.
Mr. THOMPSON: Very well. So the

Government put the engineering firms of
this State Into the position where they
geared themselves for the job.

Mr. Mar That Is not the point at Issue.
The Particular advertisement Is not calling
for tenders.
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Sir Charles Court: All right.
Mr. may:- That Is all I wanted your

leader to say.
Mr. THOMtPSON: The S.E.C. is asking

sufficiently Interested people to gear them-
selves to submit a tender.

Mr. Bertram: That is an expression of
intention.

Mr. THOMPSON: The S.E.C. gives a
great deal of information for people to sub-
mit tenders. A firm which is interested
in tendering for a job to the order of
$7,000,000 is not going to wait until the
specifications are available. Such a firm
would find out as much as possible about
the job. It would wish to ensure that it
has the capacity to handle the contract so
that when the documents are available-
bearing in mind that usually the time for
-tendering Is fairly short-it can weigh
-up the situation and decide what it has
t0 do to be in a Position to tender. Such
a fim would Incur considerable expense.

Mr. Bertram. How many have Incurred
this expense?

Mr. THOMPSON: Quite a few.
Mr. Bertram: How ninny?
Mr. May: One of the companies which

your leader mentioned did not even put in
a tender.

Mr. Williams: I know of three who have
incurred this expense.

Mr. THOMPSON: The Government in-
tends to assist a firn to expand its facili-
ties to meet a contract. I[ wonder how
many Western Australian firms would
have welcomed the opportuniy to tender?
Many of them would, and I will tell the
House why. Many structural engineering
firms in this State are having difficulties
in keeping their men employed. One comn-
pany in the Welshpool area employed 334
men during the 12 months ended the 30th
August, 1971. During the 12 months ended
the 30th August, 1972. this company em-
ployed 127 men.

This emphasises. the fact that Western
Australian-based engineering firms will
bend over backwards to equip themselves
to be able to tender for such a lucrative
job.

Mr. May: Why did they not bend over
backwards last year?

Mr. O'Connor: They did not get the
chance.

Mr. May: I know, because you were In
Government.

Mr. THOMPSON: Let us go back to the
question raised by the Leader of the Coun-
try Party.

Sir Charles Court: They had full order
books then.

,Mr. May: You mentioned the firm of
Hart, and it did not even put in a tender.

The SPEAKER: Orderl

Mr. O'Neil. He said Hart had the capa-
city.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. THOMPSON: The Minister said

that contracts were let to E.P.T. 18 months
ago, and onx that basis the Government
had a right to extend the contract. Mem-
bers will bear in mind the extension of
this contract is to the tune of $7,700,000!

it has been stated that only two tenders
were received for the job. The implica-
tion behind this action by the Government
snipes at the very foundation of the
system of -tendering. Any contractor
who heard of a contract being ex-
tended by $7,700,000 without a tender
being called would imagine there has been
gross mismanagement somewhere.

Mr. May: Don't you think It is muisman-
agement when one firm tenders for 11
miles at $700,000 and another firm at
$3,000,000?

Mr. THOMPSON: All right, but that
happended 18 months ago. Is the Gov-
ernment intending to extend contracts
forevermore because of this one Instance?
There was plenty of work on the order
books when tenders were called previously.
Tenders definitely should have been called
on this occasion, bearing in mind the mag-
nitude of the job.

The Minister read a letter signed by the
General Manager of the S.E.C. This gen-
tleman said it was an equitable contract.
This would not accord with the opinion
held by the management of the many
engineering firms of this State which were
gearing themselves to tender for the Job.

Mr. Bertram: How many is "many"?
Mr. THOMPSON: I would not know,

quite frankly.
Mr. Bertram: Then why say it.
Mr. THOMPSON: There were some.

Even if we assume that not many firms
were interested, there were certainly some.
and this was evidenced In the Press state-
ment issued by the Chamber of Manufac-
bares.

Mr. O'Connor: The Government doesn't
know how many.

Mr. THOMPSON: The president of the
Chamber of Manufactures--

Mr. Rushton: The Government wouldn't
know if it was coming or going.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. THOMPSON: The Press statement

issued by the Chamber of Manufactures
quite clearly indicates that Western Aus-
tralian engineering firms were prepared
to tender for this Job.

Mr. May: Is not E.P.T. a Western Aus-
tralian firm?

Mr. THOMPSON: It was an Italian firm
initially.
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Mr. May: And it also employs Western
Australians.

Mr. THOMPSON: But where do the
profits go? The Government is always
talking about the profits being siphoned
off overseas.

Mr, May: This is gross misiustice.
Mr. THOMPSON: I submit that several

firms were prepared to tender for this job,
Mr. Williams: What about the galvan-

ising firm at Belmont? It has the capa-
city to do the Job.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Who has the capacity?
Mr. Williams: There is a firm in Bel-

mont that has the capacity.
Mr. J. T. Tonkin: You know they have

not, because they were asked.
Mr. THOMPSON: One of the "crunch"

issues put forward by the Minister and by
the Premier by way of interjection was
that there was no facility in this State to
perform the galvanising. It is well known
that the firm of S. W. Hart & Co. Pty.
Ltd. handle very heavy work, and if that
firm were given the opportunity to extend
its facilities I believe it would. In fact,
1 believe it is extending Its facilities to
cater for such work. If financial incen-
tives are to be held out to anyone in order
to cater for this work, they should be held
out to such firms as S. W. Hart & Co.
Pty. Ltd. which has been here for many
years, and the Governent is remiss In
not making that approach to a Western
Australian firn and making available to
it the same terms and conditions it has
made available to E.P.T. How can the
engineering firms in this State have any
confidence In this Government after it has
made this decision?

Mr. May: I would say that they have
every confidence, and when the member
for Darling Range sets himself up against
the commission in many instances-

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. THOMPSON: I did not set myself

up against the commission. The Minister
should have a, look at the principle in-
volved in this decision, and I should ima-
gine that any contractor, big or small.
would abhor what the Government has
done in this case. I can imagine what
would be said from this side of the House
if we, as a Government, had extended by
$7,700,000 a contract worth less than
$1,000,000 to a firm that is not entirely
Western Australian.

Mr. May: Provided you crested more
employment we would have been right be-
hind you.

Mr. THOMPSON: Get out of it! Last
night the Minister accused people on this
side of the House of receiving backhanders
f rom firms.

Mr. May: I did not accuse.

Mr. THOMPSON: Accusations were
made from that side of the House-

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. THOMPSON: I would imagine that

the people on the other side of the House
would have accused us of all sorts of
ulterior and dirty motives had the parties
on this side of the House been in Govern-
ment and done what has been done by
the Government in this instance. In my
opinion the Minister has not, in any way.
condoned the actions of the Government
in extending this contract.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: What you have Just
said does not make sense.

Mr. THOMPSON: I think it does. The
principal point is that if a job is to be
done, tenders should be called and every-
one should be given a fair chance to submit
a Lender. It is not equitable for the Gov-
ernment to say that, because other people
tendered 18 months ago and there were
discrepancies between their tenders, or
someone did not tender 1S months ago,
they should be precluded from having
a dash this time. I cannot see any equity
in that.

Mr. May: Don't you think there Is
equity in the fact that this company has
proved its credentials, and has also proved
that it can do the work?

Mr. THOMPSON: Why did the Minister
go to the trouble of announcing that ten-
ders would be called?

Mr. May: Because it was our intention
to call tenders.

Mr. THOMPSON: Then the Govern-
ment, weeks before the date for the clos-
ing of tenders, merely said, "Sorry boys,
we are going to give the Contract to Joe
Bloggs at a price of $7,700,000."1

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. THOMPSON: There is no equity in

that, and I believe this Government stands
condemned for its action.

MR. J. T. TONKIN (Melville-Premier)
ES3.15 p.m.]: I hope we can consider this
case entirely on its merits,-

Sir Charles Court: That is what we
love to do.

Mr. J. T. TONIN~: -and divorce it
from any political bias or intention so that
we can see whether, in the circumstances
that obtain, those now in Opposition, If
they had been on the Government side,
would'have acted differently. Let us have,
a look at that proposition as we go along.
To begin with, although tenders were not
called, and have not yet been called-a
fact recognised by the Leader of the Op-
position in his letter when he refers to
pre-tender-it was the Intention to call
tenders.
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Sir Charles Court: I hope your Minister
is listening to that.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: He is, but my Min-
ister is correct when he said that tenders
were not called, and they have not yet
been called.

Mr. Hutchinson: That is what we are
worrying about.

Mr. Thompson: Why did you change
Your mind?

Mr. J. T. TONKItN: We will see why
we changed our minds. There was a great
deal of complaint about motor vehicles,
and jobs going to the Eastern States when
the jobs should have been done in Western
Australia.

Mr. Williams: When was this?
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Therefore, I made

up my mind that I would put an end to
that, and I said I would look at every job
that was to be undertaken in order to see
how we could possibly ensure that the work
would be done in this State.

Mr. Williams: This is what you said
when you came into Government?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I was then told
that if and when tenders were called it
was a moral certainty that E.P.T. would
get the contract.

Mr. Rushton, What a way of tendering!
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I then asked, "How

can you say that?" and I was told, "The
last time tenders were called the local
price was $2,000,000 in excess of the price
submitted by E.P.T., and that was on a
contract of less than $1,000,000."

Mr. Williams: What You overlook is
that everyone had their order books full
at that time.

Mr. May: H-ow do you know that? You
must be a clairvoyant.

The SPEAKER: Order! Members will
keep order!

Mr. J. T1. TONKIN: That was another
Point that made me sit up and take notice;
that there was a difference of $2,000,000
on a contract of less than $1,000,000. Who
on earth could afford a discrepancy such
as that? I then asked: "How does it come
about that this firm is so much more effi-
cient in this line than other firms?" and
I was told that it wins contracts In inter-
national competition-as indeed it does--
and one of the reasons is that it has a
special automatic galvanising process
which enables the firm to carry out the
galvanising in the process, which process
apparently none of the other firms have.

It is this difference in expertise and pro-
duction capacity which enables E.P.T. to
submit a tender which is well below those
submitted by others.

Mr. Thompson: If it has all this ex-
pertise, why did you put this in?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The next point is
that E.F.T. already has an Investment of
$500,000 at Kwinana with several men em-
ployed, and it is looking to the South-East
Asian market because, if it produces in
Western Australia as against producing in
the Eastern States of Australia, it can
save money.

I think one of the objectives of the pre-
vious Government. and certainly one of
the objectives of our Government, is not
to say that we have enough firms here and
that we are not trying to do all we can to
attract people with production capacity to
come to this State. In discussions with
representatives of E.P.T. they told me that

ifthey increased their capacity in Western
Australia to carry out one portion of this
contract, when the contract was concluded
they would then be in a better position to
sell to the South-East Asian market where
they already have foundations for sub-
stantial business in the future.

This meant then that encouragement
in this line would result in further pro-
duction capacity In Western Australia.
Now a point arose here. We already have
galvanising capacity in Western Australia,
but not adequate to undertake this job and
I1 tell the member for Darling Range-

Mr. Williams: In what way? In size?

Mr. 3. T. TONKIN: -that this very
question was put to the firm he mentioned
and it admitted that on the existing capa-
city it could not cope with this job.

Mr. Thompson: Did you offer some
financial guarantee as with E.P.T.?

Mr. Williams: Did you try the other
firm?

Sir Charles Court: What about the firm
which wrote to the Minister?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Another point in
connection with this was the urgency for
employment.

Mr. O'Connor: You are a bit late on
this one.

Mr. 3. T. TONKIN: If this had gone to
tendet as was originally contemplated, and
E.P.T. had got the tender as I am assured
was a moral certainty-

Mr. Rushton: Great way of doing busi-
ness!

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: -we would be in
no position to Insist upon the amount of
local work to be done in this State. It
would have won the tender on the
basis of fabricating in the Eastern
States with existing capacity. I was
not Prepared to allow that situation to
arise. I wanted to do something before-
hand to ensure that we could have this
job done in this State-or the bulk of it.

Sir Charles Court: That is a very weak
argument.
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Mr. J. T. TONKIN: In the discussions
the undertaking given to me was that the
firm could get into operation within a
month. It would immediately employ 100
men in the factory and 100 men in the
field, so this meant employment for 200
men within a month as against waiting
for months to consider tenders.

Mr. Thompson: If it was so clear-cut
you would not need to wait months.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I would point out
that whilst I1 concede that people who
believed they might succeed if they sub-
mitted a tender would be disappointed if
they did not, only one firm could succeed
in getting the contract. Consequently
there would be many disappointed people
here if they submitted tenders.

Coming back to the point--and I was
perfectly satisfied on this--if it had gone
to tender E.P.T. would have won the
tender by a mile.

Mr. Williams: That is being suppositi-
tious.

Sir Charles Court: Do you know an
established galvanising firm in Western
Australia had to regalvanise some of Iits
work galvanised in the Eastern States?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Who was it?
Sir Charles Court: Your Minister knows

because he has had a letter from them.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Who was it?
Sir Charles Court: You ask the Minister.
Mr. May: You tell us.
Mr. Williams: He has had three letters.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. Williams: A firm in Belmont.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: This is what we

have to try to rebut all the time-general
statements-

Mr. Williams: My eye!

Sir Chiarles Court: What nonsense!
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: -with a complete

inability to submit specific instances.
Sir Charles Court: Ask the Minister.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I will ask the ques-

tion again: Give me the name of the firm.
Mr. Williams: Ask your Minister.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The Opposition is

making the allegation.*
Mr. Williams: You are not game to.

Mr. J, T. TONKIN: What is the name
of the firm?

Mr. Williams: I1 am not going to tell
you. You know as well as I do.

Mr. May: Give us the name.
Sir Charles Court: it was written to

the Minister so he knows who it is.
Mr. May: What is the name of the

firm?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: For the informa-
tion of members this is the submission
from the Treasury dealing with this caues-
tion-

I attended a meeting at the State
Electricity Commission at 3 p.m. on
25 August, to discuss a proposal for
financial assistance to Electric Power
Transmission Fty. Ltd. Also at the
meeting were:-

Mr. W. J. Gill ies--Manager, State
Electricity Commission

Mr. Carter-State Electricity Com-
mission

Mr. R. Gregory-Department of
Development and Decentralisa-
tion

Mr. P. Belli-Commnercial Man-
a~ger, and Director, E.PT. Pty,
Ltd.

The Leader of the Country Party tries to
establish that the Government overrode
the commission against its wishes and
policy and foisted upon it a policy it did
not want. He had no basis for what he
said;, it was pure guesswork. However, I
Can refute it all from this file.

Mr. May: No wonder he could not get
the price of' oil.

Mr. Nalder: What is the Price of oil?
Mr. J. T. TONKIN. The submission con-

tinues--
Mr. amiles explained that the Com-

mission Is pressing ahead 'with the
horseshoe 330 KYV. ring around the
Metropolitan area. This is specialised
work and few firms can handle it
efficiently.

Construction of the towers could
be carried out by any of the structural
steel firms in Western Australia, but
at too great a coat.

Sir Charles Court: Why?
Mr. J. T . TONKIN: Continuing-

Usual methods of design and con-
struction are too expensive and spe-
cialised. plant and design are called
for.

That is precisely what E.P.T. has got and
that Is why it is able to outbid the other
firms when these contracts are being
offered.

Sir Charles court: You do not know that.
Mr. Nalder: You do not know because

you did not wait for tenders.
Sir Charles Court: You would have been

In the clear If you had the tenders.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: To continue--

As in the past, tenders will be called
for the next stage of construction.

That Is a Point which has been overlooked.
The first stage Is being done in this way
to get additional capacity here and to
employ 200 men without waiting to go
through the process, when E.P.T. would
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finish up with the tender and do the job
in the Eastern States. So, to obviate that.
the first stage is arranged in the way we
have dAQe it by basing the price on an
existing tender.

Sir Charles Court: That is putting every-
one out of business for the next phases,
If any.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: More guesswork.
Air. Hutchinson: Fooling the others.
Sir Charles Court: I am not guessing at

all.
Mr. 3. T. TONKIN: The Leader of the

opposition is a past master at innuendos
and inferences, but every time he is faced
with having to find specific information,
he runs away with his tail between his legs.

Sir Charles Court: Well, you get your
Minister to table the correspondence with
Wavanisers-Lyons fly. Ltd.

Mr. May: I will table the file. You Put
the question on the notice paper.

Sir Charles Court: I am asking you now.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The submission con-

tinues-
As In the past, tenders will be called

for the next stage of construction. A
price will be sought for towers and
erection. Conductors, etc., are sup-
plied by the Commission but the suc-
cesful tenderer must carry out the
"stringing". By this means the con-
tractor Is made fully responsible. for
his work. ,

Both employer and employee or-
ganisations are pressing the S.E.C. to
get as much work as possible done in
Western Australia. Consequently on
this occasion the Commission has ad-
vertised for firmns interested in tender-
ing and will select those considered
most suitable.

E.P.T. has done S.E.C. work before
and the Managing Director came to
Perth last week to discuss the prospet
of nmaximising the W.A. content -if

successful in the present case. He
proposed to design, manufacture and
galvanise in the automatic plant in
Sydney and assemble and erect in
W.A. This was the basis of the pre-
vious contract and appeals to the S.E.C.

But that did not appeal to me because I
wanted the work done In Western Australia,

Mr. Nalder:, At any cost.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Oh no! That is what

the Leader of the Country Party thought.
Mr. Nalder: You have not proved that

situation yet.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: No; at a cheaper

cost.
Mr. Nalder: You have not proved that

yet.
Sir Charles Court: You will never know

that now.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: As the previous
Minister for Electricity left contracts be-
hind with no money to pay for them, we
must save money; and that is a fact, too.

Sir Charles Court: Are you accepting
personal responsibility for this?

Mr. May: Let us table some of those
files.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Sir Charles Court: I can see the Minis-

ter did not have much say on the de-
cision.

Mr. May: Didn't he? He had much to
say today.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The following is
pertinent:-

The S.E.C. contract would end in
twelve months, followving which E.PT.
would supply its Asian markets from
Kwinana as far as possible. The con-
tract willl require 100 men in the field
but this proposal would mean employ-
ment of a further 100 at the factory.

Mr. Belli said the Premier was in-
formed that the facilities so financed
would be permanently established at
Kwlnana. One problem was the pro-
posal to install an automatic galvanis-
ing plant when others are already in
the field.

I raised a question and said that if the
work were to be done, I was concerned
about competition with existing firms In
Western Australia. I received an assur-
ance that the automatic galvanising plant
would be used exclusively In connection
with this contract and when that cut
out it would subsequently be used to fab-
ricate work in this State for sale In South-
East Asia. I was assured the company
would not use the plant in competition
with local plant. I ask: Could anybody
receive a better undertaking than that?

Sir Charles Court: That is a most un-
realistic undertaking.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Is the Leader of the
Opposition telling me that these people
cannot be believed and we are to take no
notice of assurances given by business-
men? If that is his philosophy all right,
but until I find this out for myself I prefer
to accept what they tell m-e.

Sir Charles Court. You have broken a
cardinal principle of financial assistance
from the Government to industry. You
cannot give financial assistance in these
circumstances; you do not give financial
assistance for someone to establish in com-
Petition with one who has his own funds.

Mr. T. D. Evans:, The Leader of the
Opposition is obsessed with the idea of
becoming Premier.

Mr. Hutchinson: We have a responsi-
bility to bring this up.

Mr. T. D. Evans: The Leader of the
Opposition is becoming the laughing stock
of the community.
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Mr. J. T. TONKIN: It goes on-
However, this is essential, he said, as
part of the automatic process and the
company would not be seeking outside
galvanising work.

I think that is sufficient to Indicate the
reasons for the Government deciding to
act in the way it intends to act. Firstly,
it will save time in putting men to work.
Secondly, the increased productive capa-
city in Western Australia will ensure that
in future, when similar work comes up, we
will not have to let It to the Eastern States
as we have done previously, because the
capacity did not exist in this State.

Sir Charles Court: It does exist.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: We have taken the

necessary steps to attract this capacity.
I repeat that E.P.T. has an investment
of $500,000 at Swinana. This shows the
company's belief In the future of this State
and its recognition of the possibilities of
being able to develop trade with South-
East Asia. I have the information to con-
vince me that the company already has
sound contacts leading to profitable busi-
ness in South-East Asia.

The SPEAKER: The Premier has one
more minute.

Mr. 3. T. TONKIN: We can expect that
lIlt establishes here and expands its works
as it intends to do, far more work and,
therefore, far more employment oppor-
tunities will result.

The Government is proud of what it
has been able to achieve in connection
with this and I oppose the motion. I agree
with the Minister for Electricity; this is
the usual Thursday afternoon exploration
on the part of the Leader of the opposi-
tion.

Mr. Hutchinson: You have failed again.

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands--
Leader of the Opposition) [3.35 P.m.]: I
understand I have no right to reply, Mr.
Speaker. As the agreed number of mem-
bers have spoken I now ask leave to with-
draw the motion.

Mr. Fletcher: A fiasco.
Sir CHARLES COURT: The honourable

member wishes it were.
Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

TRADES HALL BUILDING:
GOVERNMENT GUARANTEE

Personal Explanation
SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-

Leader of the opposition) [3.36 P.m.]: I
seek leave to make a personal explanation.

The SPEAKER: This requires an abso-
lute majority. If there is a dissentient
voice leave will not be granted. Is there
a dissentient voice? There being no dis-
sentient voice, leave is granted.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I desire to make
a statement arising out of comments made
by the Premier during the course of the
debate on the Trades Hall guarantee and
rental motion last evening.

(1) I am not a partner in Hendry,
Rae & Court and have not been
since 1970. Although my legal as-
sociation formally terminated in
1970, I was not active In the firm
from 1959 onwards.

(2) I am not a Director of Kimnberley
Finance or Landall and I have
taken no Part in their business
operations.

(3) (a) Cherrita Pty. Ltd. is a family
company made up of members
of my family.

(b) It is rot a Hendry, Rae &
Court Partners' company.

(c) I own one share out of 25,002
issued shares.

(d) My wife also owns one share.
(e) My five sons have the re-

mainder-5,000 shares each-
waking a total of 25,002
shares.

(f) My shareholding has not
varied.

If I remember correctly, their shares are
$1 shares paid up to 25c. My shareholding
has not varied. To continue-

(4) Any transactions between Kim-
berley Finance Company, Landall
and the Rt. & I. flank were normal
transactions between banker and
client without any reference to or
backing from the Government.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Has Cherrita fly. Ltd.
no shares in Kimberley Finance Company?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I will answer
that question and others too. To con-
tinue-

(5) I have no Personal knowledge of
any transactions between these
parties or associated parties, but
from inquiries I have made I un-
derstand that any dealings have
been highly satisfactory to the
Bank and conducted in the normal
course of banking business be-
tween banker and client.
Also. I understand that Landall
and Kimberley dealings with the
R. & 1. Bank were only as part of
a syndicate in which they held
only 20% Interest.

Therefore the raising of this nor-
mal banking operation by the
Premier in Parliament has en-
dangered the normal banker/'
customer relationship that should
exist in cases like this. it will no
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doubt reflect on the Bank's rela-
tionship with its customers, if
normal transactions not involving
any Government backing are to
be made the subject of public dis-
cussion under circumstances such
as the debate referred to.

(6) The important thing I desire to
make clear to the House is that:-
(a) My shareholding in Cherrita

Pty. Ltd. is a very nominal
one.

(b) It has not changed as sug-
gested by the Premier.

(c) I have no directoral or other
Participation in the day to
day activities of Kimberley
Finance, Landaul or any of
their associated companies or
activities.

(d) Any shareholding by Cherrita
Pty. Ltd. in Kimberley Fin-
ance or Landall is a minority
one.

I might mention that I have had research
undertaken and figures checked indepen-
dently so that I could use somebody else's
rather than my own for the purposes of
this statement. To continue-

I understand that the maximum per-
centage of interest by Cherrita-

I interpolate here to Say
the company in which I
out of the 25,002 shares
tinue-

that Cherrita is
have one share
in all. To con-

-in Kimberley Finance, both direct
and indirect, is 7.17 per cent, and in
Landall .07 Per cent and has :never
been higher than 14.30 per cent. and
1.51 per cent, respectively.

I also referred last evening to an article
which appeared in Jobsons Investment
Digest, on the 20th May, 1970. This is
pertinent to my statement. The article
was under the heading, "From Graeme
Pratt In Perth." It states-

Mr. Charles Walter Michael Court.
Western Australia's Minister for In-
'dustrial Development, has been build-
ing himself a substantial commercial
empire in W.A. during the period he
has been devoting his energies to
directing the development of "the
State on the move."

The centre of Mr. Court's commer-
cial activities is two proprietary com-
panies, Cherrita Pty. Ltd. and Solo
Investments Pty. Ltd. Cherrita is Mr.
Court's own family company and Solo
is his eldest son's family company.

Both these companies are major
shareholders In a privately owned
finance company, Kimberley Finance
Corporation Pty. Ltd., which has
financed development projects in

Western Australia. using loans from
the W.A. Government-owned Rural
and Industries Bank.

The statement goes on to give other details
which I can give to the House if any
member wishes. Immediately, and without
awaiting the normal legal processes, Job-
son$ Investment Digest, under the very
bold heading of, "C. W. Court" published
the following:-

Following the Publication in Jobsons
on May 25 of an article relating to
the financial interests of Mr. C. W. M.
Court, the Western Australian Minis-
ter for Industrial Development, Mr.
Court's legal advisers have informed
us that his family Interests are not
the major shareholders in Kimberley
Finance Corporation as could be in-
ferred from the article.

It has also been drawn to our at-
tention that the article is open to the
interpretation that Mr. Court used his
influence as a Minister to induce the
Rt. and 1. Bank as a State instrumen-
tality to loan money to Kimberley
Finance.

It was in no way intended to impute
any such improper action to Mr.
Court.

We regret any inconvenience caused
to Mr. Court by such implications for
which there is no foundation.

The other matter to which I wish to refer
is one which arose out of this in which a
reference was made to the Trades and
Labor Council and a letter was sent to
all affiliated unions by Mr. J. W. Coleman,
the secretary. The letter is dated the 16th
June, 1970, and states-

Further to our Circular No. 48/70
Please find hereon an article which
appeared in Jobson's Investment
Digest on the 3rd June, 1970.

The article was circulated. On being ap-
Proached by the solicitors in connection
with this matter the Secretary of the
Trades and Labor Council replied in his
letter dated the 18th June, 1970, as fol-
lows:-

Further to my letter to You, dated
the 16th instant in respect to the
Publication of a copy of the article
headed "Court Interests" from Jobsons
Investment Digest, I wish to advise as
follows.

In circulating the copy referred to,
the Council at that Point of time was
not aware that the article would be
considered libelous by your client.

In view of Your advice on this -mat-
ter contained in Your letter dated the
12th June, 1970, we immediately cir-
culated the apology article appearing
in Jobsons Digest on the 3rd June.
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In circulating the original article we
had no intention of associating our-
selves with the comments so made, and
if it may be considered that it could
be construed that way by your client
we apologise accordingly.

Attached Please find a copy of the
most recent circular distributed by the
Council,

Trusting this advice meets with your
client's satisfaction.

The Trades and Labor Council then sent
out a copy of the apology published by
Jobsons Investment Digest. I felt it de-
sirable to place this matter on record in
Hansard because it seems to be recurring
from time to time and it appears to get
rehashed with each confrontation or "con-
tretemps" that occurs--based on the Job-
sons Investment Digest article about my-
self by Mr. Pratt and which resulted in a
complete withdrawal and apology by them.

I thank the H-ouse for giving me this
opportunity to place this on record.
Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.08 p.

QUESTIONS (45): ON NOTICE
1. MINING

Platinum
Sir CHARLES COURT, to the Minister
for Mines:
(1) What quantities of platinum have

been produced in Western Austra-
lia. during the year ended 30th
June, 1912?

(2) What finds of platinum have been
made In Western Australia and
which of these are currently being
worked?

(3) (a) Are there mineral deposits
being mined primarily for
other minerals and the plati-
num is not being recovered;

(b) if the platinum is not being
recovered, what are the rea-
sons?

Mr. MAY replied:
(1) Nil. (No production of platinum

for the year ended 30th June,
1972, has been reported to the
Mines Department.)

(2) While platinum finds have been
reported in the Press in recent
years, they have been either un-.
confirmed or of mineralogical in-
terest only. None have been
worked.

(3) (a) Yes--a trace of platinum oc-
curs in most nickel deposits.

(b) -Quantity insignificant -and
could not be recovered econo-
mically.

2. LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Rating: Unimproved Capital Value

Basis
Mr. MENSAROS, to the Minister re-
Presenting the Minister for Local
Government:

How many local authorities as-
sess--
(a) in the whole of their territory;
(b) in parts of their territory,
rates on an "unimproved capital
value" basis?

Mr. TAYLOR replied:
(a) 51 use unimproved valuations

.only.
(b) 76 use both unimproved and

annual valuations.

3. HIGHWAYS
Median Strips and Verges:

Beautification
Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Works:
(1) Who Is responsible for the beauti-

fication of the median strip and
verges for a major highway, such
as the Albany Highway, between
Kelmscott and Arinadale?

(2) What are the Main Roads Depart-
ment standard specifications for
shrub and tree planting for this
median strip and verges?

Myf. T. D. EVANIS (for Mr. Jamieson)
replied:
(1) In accordance with agreement

reached with the Local, Govern-
ment Association some time ago.
and with particular reference to
the section of Albany Highway be-
tween Kebnscott and Armadale.
the Main Roads Department has
accepted responsibility for the
maintenance of the whole of the
road pavement from outside kerb
to outside kerb including beauti-
fication of the median strip. The
local authority will be responsible
for beautification of the remainder
of the road reserve.

(2) The Main Roads Department has
no standard specification for shrub
and tree planting. When prepar-
ing plans for a beautification
scheme consideration Is given to
many factors including soil con-
ditions. visibility and safety re-
quirements and the need for future
maintenance. Preliminary plans
have been prepared for the median
between Kelniscott and .Armadale
and some discussion has taken
Place with officers of the Arma-
dale-Kelxnscott Shire Council.
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4. KINGSLEY SCHOOL
Groands: Reticulation System

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Works:
(1) Has adequate underground water

been found and equipped to reti-
culate the Kingsley primary school
surrounds and grounds?

(2) What part of this project has been
I completed?

(3) What work remains to be com-
pleted to reticulate these grounds?

(4) Will he assure me this reticulation
system will be ready for the start
of this coming summer?

Mr. T. D. EVANS (for Mr. Jamieson)
replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The bore has been sunk and tested,

and the pump and reticulation
installed.

(3) Connection of the permanent elec-
trical supply.

(4) Yes.

5. GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS:
MOTOR VEHICLES

Preference to General Motors Halden
Sir CHARLES COURT, to the Premier:
(1) Will he please supply the informa-

tion regarding motor vehicle pur-
chases as requested In MY 7th June
and 6th July letters, including the
amount of business that was given
to General Motors Holden in pre-
ference to others because of the
15 per cent. preference that was
stated to apply to G.M.H.?

(2) Would he also give details of the
exact conditions or formula undet
which the various percentages of
preference are appied as requested
in my 7th June letter?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
(1) The number of vehicles where

local assembly preference was
given to G.M.H., was twenty, and
the approximate value of the
vehicles $40,000.

(2) A 10% preference is given to
goods that are manufactured in
this State. The local content of
G.M.H. vehicles was assessed as
15%, and of competitive makes at
6%. The normal 10% preference
was applied to this Western Aus-
tralian content.

6. NATIONAL FITNESS COUNCIL
AND YOUTH COUTNCILS8

Remuneration of Members
Mr. W, A. MANNING, to the Minister
for Education:
Cl) What remuneration is paid to

members of-
(a) National Fitness Council;

7.

(b) Youth Council of Western
Australia?

(2) What remuneration is proposed for
members of the Youth, Commun-
Ity Recreation and National Fit-
ness Council?

Mr. T. D2. EVANS replied:
(1) (a) Nil.

(b) Part time director $3,500 pa.
(2) No provision for remuneration is

included in the draft legislation.

EDUCATION
Slaow Learning Children's School:

Collie

Mr. JONES, to the Minister for Edu-
cation:
(1) Following his inspection of the

slow learning children's school at
Collie wherein he was able to see
first hand the sub-standard con-
ditions, will he advise If a decision
has been made to construct a new
school at Collie?

(2) If so, will he further advise-
(a) the anticipated cost of the newv

building;
tb) the site where the new school

will be built;
(c) the date tenders will be

called;
(d) the anticipated period of con-

struction?
Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) (a) An allowance of $20,900 has

been made in the 1972-1973
estimates.

(b) A site has been selected but
is* still subject to Lands De-
partment approval.

Cc) Not yet determined.
(d) Approximately 18 weeks.

8.

Mr.

COURTHOUSE
Collie

JONES, to the Minister for Works:
(1) Has any decision been made to

earny out Internal repairs and re-
novations to the Collie courthouse?

(2) If so, will be advise-
(a) the repairs and renovations

contemplated;
Cb) the anticipated expenditure

involved;
(c) the commencement and anti-

cipated completion dates of the
work?

Mr. T. D2. EVANS (for Mr. Jamieson)
replied:
(1) Yes.
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(2) (a) General repairs, renovations
and re-painting.

(b) The preliminary estimate of
cost is $12,000.

(c) Finalisation of the work pro-
gramme has not been made
but it is anticipated that the
work will commence early in
1973 for completion by June
1973.

CATTLE
Brucellosis and Tuberculosis: Funds

for Eradication
Mr. I. w. MANNING, to the Minister
for Agriculture:
(1) Is he aware that in his budget

speech the Federal Treasurer, Mr.
Snedden. indicated that the cam-
paign to eradicate bovine brucel-
losis and tuberculosis would be in-
tensified and that subject to agree-
ment with the States Common-
wealth funds would be provided on
a $ for $ basis to a maximum of
$4,000,000?

(2) flas the Western Australian Gov-
ernment an arrangement with the
Commonwealth to participate in
the campaign on a $ for $ basis?

(3) What sum of money has been pro-
vided by the Western Australian
Government to be matched by the
Commonwealth?

(4) in what way is the money to be
expended in Western Australia?

(5) is he aware that farmers regard
the current compensation scheme
for brucellosis reactors as highly
unsatisfactory?

(6) Will the provision of additional
Commonwealth funds allow for
compensation to be paid on all
brucellosis reactor stock?

(7) If (6) is "No" will he. in the in-
terests of farmers who have en-
countered a high percentage of
reactors and suffered considerable
financial loss, undertake to have
sufficient funds loaned to the cattle
compensation fund to enable full
compensation to be paid?

Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:
(1) and (2) Yes.
(3) $205,000 for 1972-73.
(4) For the planned eradication pro-

grammes on tuberculosis and
brucellosis excluding the Payment
of compensation for cattle af-
fected with either disease.

(5) Yes.

(6) No. The existing Commonwealth/
States Agreement does not include
compensation for either disease.

10.

11.

('7) Measures for increasing the size of
the cattle industry compensation
fund so that augmented expendi-
tures on compensation for bru-
cellosis reactors can be met are
currently under consideration.

WATER SUPPLIES
Storage Reservoir at Karragullen

Mr. RUSHTON. to the Minister for
Water Supplies:

As be appears to have Inadver-
tently overlooked answering part
(2) of my question 6 on 7th Sep-
tember, will he advise me whether
It is a part of long-term planning
to build a storage reservoir down-
stream from Canning Dam?

Mr. T?. D. EVANS (for Mr. Jamieson)
replied:

No. Attention is also directed to
the answer to part (3) of question
13 on 6th September.

FIRE BRIGADES
Local Aut horities: Contributions

Mr. HUTCHINSON, to the Minister re-
oresenting the Chief Secretary:
(1) Is it a fact that the metropolitan

fire district assessment in the year
1971-72 totalled in round figures
$3.,34 million and the assessment
for 1972-73 is in round figures
$4.29 million which represents an
increase of approximately 28 per
cent.?

(2) Is he aware that, as metropolitan
local authorities are required to
pay 20 per cent. of the total, they
are becoming Increasingly con-
cerned not only at this steep in-
crease but concerned and appre-
hensive regarding possible further
inflated future assessments?

(3) What are the reasons for this large
increase and how does it compare
with the previous year?

(4) Whilst fully appreciating the
necessity to maintain an efficient
fire fighting service can he review
the situation and give firm assur-
ances that costs will be kept down
to reasonable levels?

Mr. TAYLOR replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Yes, but this percentage Is under

review which is reaching finality.
(3) The reason for the Increase is pay-

roll and associated costs which
stemn from awards granted and
provisions made against pending
claims.
The previous year's increase was
approximately the same.

(4) All possible steps are being taken
to control costs.
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12. CATTLE SALES
Live-Weight Basis

MrE JONES, to the Minister for Agr-
culture:
(1) Are the Press reports correct

wherein It has been quoted that
buyers have boycotted cattle sales
where the sales are conducted on
live weight?

(2) If so, could he advise of the sales
involved?

(3) Does the Department view this
action with concern?

(4) Is it considered that if the boycott
extends It will have a detrimental
effect on the farming community
in Western Australia?

(5) What action is contemplated by
the department to protect the in-
terests of the farmers In Western
Australia?

(2) At what stage is the planning?
(3) What departments will be located

there?
(4) Could this Project be used to

stimulate the building trades?7

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
(1) Two 4-5 storey buildings facing

Parliament Place with a third
building 8-9 storeys high behind,
and linked to the lower buildings.

(2) Preliminary site planning only.
(3) Education Department, and poss8-

ibly Metropolitan Water Board.
(4) Not immediately, as at least 18

months design time is required be-
fore tenders could be called.

16.

Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:
(1) There is a current refusal by live-

stock buyers to buy female cattle
over the age of 12 months on a live
weight basis.

(2) This applies where the sale of
cattle is conducted over scales,
currently at Boyanup and Mount
Barker.

(3) Yes.
(4) It Is not considered likely that

there will be any general extension
of this Problem.

(5) Farmer organizations and live-
stock buyers are holding discus-
sions at present to consider all
aspects of livestock selling for
their mutual benefit. No action
is contemplated by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture pending re-
sults of these discussions.

13. This question was postponed.

14. ROAD MAINTENANCE TAX
Repeal of Legislation

Mr. W. G. YOUNG, to the Premier;
(1) Does the Government intend in-

troducing a Bill for the repeal of
the Road Maintenance (Contribu-
tion) Act in this session of Parlia-
ment?

(2) If so, could he indicate approx-
imately when?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
(1) and (2) No decision has been

made.

15. GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS
old Observatorll Site

Mr. W. A. MANNING, to the Premier:
{1) What other buildings are planned

in addition to the present P.W.D.
building on the old Observatory
site?

RAILWAYS
Picton Junction Marshalling Yards

and Spur Lines
Mr. WILLIAMS, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Railways:
(1) With reference to rmy question 20

on Wednesday, 25th August, 1971
(Hansard page 1009) have plans
been finalised for the acquisition
of land at Picton Junction for
the establishment of marshalling
yards, servicing facilities and a
direct connection between the
Perth-Bunbury, Bunbury-Bridge-
town lines?

(2) Have negotiations been completed
on the proposal with the local
authorities concerned in regard to
planning complication?7

(3) Have all or any of the property
owners in the area been advised
of railway land requirements?

(4) If "No" to any of the above, what
are the reasons for delay?

(5) Does the proposal require an
enabling Act; If so, is it proposed
the Bill will be introduced during
this session of Parliament?

Mr. MAY replied:

(1) The department's basic design is
now firm.

(2) Yes.

(3) to (5) It is 'considered desirable
that these proposals be presented
for Parliament's approval and an
enabling Act passed. In the mean-
time, an official approach to the
land owners cannot be made with-
out anticipating Parliament's ap-
proval.
The Bill has yet to be prepared and
it is unlikely to be introduced
during this session of Parliament.
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17. WOOD CHIP INDUSTRY
Establishment

Mr. WILLIAMS, to the Minister for
Development and Decentralisation:
(1) What stage have negotiations

reached with regard to the devel-
opment of a wood chip industry in
Western Australia?

(2) Bearing in mind that several
agreements have been signed in
the Eastern States, what are the
main problems which prevent an
agreement being signed for West-
ern Australia?

(3) When does the present extension
to the company expire; is it likely
to be extended;, If so, for what
period of time?

(4) Are amendments to be made to
the company's commitments under
the agreement?

(5) If so, to what commitments and
when will these amendments be
made?

Mr. GRAHAM replied:
(1) The W.A. Chip & Pulp Co. Pty.

Ltd. is continuing its efforts to
negotiate a contract tar sale of
woodchips and its managing dir-
ector Is expected to continue these
negotiations in Japan next week.

(2) The main problem over the past
1S months has been the reduced
demand for woodchlps resulting
from the downturn in the Japan-
ese economy.
The Eastern States agreements
have been negotiated over a con-
siderable period and have not
necessitated the large capital con-
tributions which the State pre-
scribed under the Wood Chipping
Industry Agreement Act.

(3) The company has an extension of
time until 31st December, 1972, to
satisfy the Minister that it has
secured, or is about to secure
meaningful contracts for wood-
chips.

(4) Broad agreement has been reach-
ed with the company on the extent
of concessions which might be
made by the State to assist the
company to secure contracts in
Japan. It would be inappro-
priate to disclose these at a time
when the company is still negoti-
ating prices and conditions.

(5) Consideration will be given to the
need for appropriate amendments
if and when the company secures
contracts and these are acceptable
to the State.

19. CATTLE
Brucellosis: Eradication Programme
Mr. RUNCTMAN, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) In view of the serious brucellosis

situation in Western Australia and
the requirements that if Western
Australia is to compete in over-
seas meat markets this disease
must be eradicated, how does he
view the present situation?

(2) Is he aware that New Zealand,
U.S.A. and other States of the
Commonwealth have initiated a
seven year eradication pro-
gramnme?

(3) What is being planned In Western
Australia?

Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:
(1) The present situation in Western

Australia is basically quite satis-
factory. Eradication is well ad-
vanced here.

(2) Eradication of brucellosis is being
carried out in the countries mren-
tioned but only in the case of the
U.S.A. has a target date for erad-
ication been announced, as far as
is known. This is 1975 or 1976.
In the case of the other States of
the Commonwealth, the eradica-
tion programme is identical in
principle with that of Western
Australia. All States share a
common national eradication plan
with no fixed or established period
for completion.

(3) Western Australia is in many re-
spects in advance of the other
mainland States In brucellosis
eradication and is vigorously pur-
suing an eradication programme
approved by the National Commit-
tee, as its part of the national
effort.

20.

18. This question was postponed.

MILK QUOTAS
Negotiability

Mr. RUNCIMAN, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

In view of the request from a large
section of wholemilk producers
that milk quotas be negotiable,
what is his intention in this mat-
ter?

Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:
Under legislation proposed for the
dairy industry, a dairy industry
authority to be constituted would
be able to consider the conditions
under which milk quotas mar be
transferred. It is my intention to
await the advice of the proposed
dairy industry authority in re-
lation to this matter.
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21. HARVEY DISTRICT HOSPITAL
Extensions

Mr. I. W. MANNING, to the Minister
for Health:
(1) What are the extensions to the

Harvey District Hospital that have
been requested by the hospital
board?

(2) Were the proposed extensions ap-
proved by the Medical Depart-
ment?

(3) Is he aware that the hospital board
regards the construction of the
requested extensions as a matter
of considerable urgency?

(4) When is it planned that work on
the extensions at the Harvey hos-
pital will be undertaken?

Mr. DAVIES replied:
(1) Extensions requested by the hos-

pital for the Harvey district hos-
pital are-
(a) New ablution facilities.
(b) Additional ward accommrroda-

tion.
(c) New X-ray facilities.

(2) The Medical Department has
agreed that the hospital's requests
will be carefully assessed and that
a sketch plan will be prepared for
discussion with the Board.

(3) Yes.
(4) No date can be given as it will de-

pend upon the completion of plans
and availability of loan funds.

22. SUPERPHOSPHATE
Price Loading on Small Orders

Mr. STEPHENS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Is he aware that the superphos-

phate companies have made a
loading of $3 per ton on orders of
less than three tons of either
superphosphate or mixtures?

(2) Has it been proven to his satis-
faction that this charge is reason-
able?

(3) If "No" to above has he power to
investigate the justification for
this charge?

Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:

(1) Yes.
(2) and (3) Cost of superphosphate is

not within my jurisdiction but I
have discussed the matter with
the Minister for Prices Control
who advises he has no power at
this stage to check whether such
price surcharge is reasonable.

23. APPLES
Production and Exports

Mr. STEPHENS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) In the 1970-71 year what quantity

of apples were produced in, and
what quantities were railed from,
the Shires of Augusta-Margaret
River, Dusselton, Nannup, Manji-
mup, Collie, Boyup Brook,
Bridgetown-Oreenbushes, Harvey,
Waroona, Capel, flardanup, Man-
durab, Denmark and Plantagenet?

(2) What quantities of apples were
shipped overseas during 1970-71
from Fremantie, Bunbury and
Albany, and to what ports were
they consigned?

(3) Was light brown apple moth dis-
covered in fruit shipped to the
U.S.A. in 1971 and 1972 seasons,
and if so, was it conclusively
proven that infected fruit origin-
ated in Western Australia?

Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:
(1) The quantity of apples produced in

the nominated shires in 1970-71
was as follows (source Common-
wealth Bureau of Census and
Statistics):-

Bushels
Augusta-Margaret River Nil
Mandurah . . . Nil
Busselton .. .. . 34
Nannup ..... . 10,773
Manjimup .. .. 630,942
Collie .... ... ... 21,714
Boyup Book........... 29,791
Eridgetown-Greenbushes 434,694
Harvey . ... .. 182
Waroona .. .... 619
Capel .. .. .... 132,717
Dardanup ..... .... 2,609
Denmark ..-. .... 19.901
Plantagenet .... -.. 165,572

There are no records available of
the quantity of apples railed from
individual shires.

(2) Quantities of apples shipped from
the ports of Fremnantle, Bunbury
and Albany in 1970-71 were:-

Fremantle-1,207,161 (including
440,377 to Singapore and other
Indian Ocean destinations).

Eunbury-525,182.
Albany-144,906.

The majority of shipments from
Frenmantle were to United King-
dom, German and Scandinavian
ports. Approximately 100.000 bus.
wvent to North America.
Sunbury shipments were to U.K.
and Continental ports except for
approximately 100.000 bus. to
North America.
Albany shipments were all to U.K.
and Continent.
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(3) Light brown apple moth was not
identified in apples shipped from
W.A. to the U.S.A. in 1971 or 1972.
25,310 bushels of apples were fum-
igated due to the presence of un-
identified insect larvae.

24. TEACHERS' TRAINING
COLLEGES

Capital Expenditure
Mr. MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Education:
<1) What was the amount of capital

expenditure incurred on each of
the teachers' colleges, viz-
Churchlands, Claremont, Gray-
lands. Mt. Lawley and Nedlands
on-
(a) buildings;
(b) other than buildings?

(2) What additional capital expendi-
ture is anticipated on-
(a) buildings:
(b) other than buildings,
on each of these colleges until and
including the financial year 1974-
75?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
(1) It is not possible to answer this

question unless a financial year or
period of time is specified.

(2) Capital expenditure to the year
1915. is under review, for the pur-
Pose Of a submission to the Com-
monwealth Government under the
proposals recently announced by
the Minister for Education and
Science.
it would be desirable to await the
full assessment before details are
released.

25. Tits question was postponed.

26. HOSPITAL AT BRIDGETOWN
Site

Mr. REID, to the Minister for Health:
(1) Has agreement been reached be-

tween the Medical Department and
the principal architect on the site
of the proposed hospital at Bridge-
town?

(2) If not, when will the decision be
made?

(3) if agreement on the site has been
reached have provisions been made
towards funding the construction
and when will work commence?

Mr. DAVIES replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) See answer to (1).
(3) Funds are not available this

financIal year.

27. EDUCATION
High Schools: Hall-Gymnasiums

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) What are the conditions according

to which preference is given to
existing high schools for building
a hall-gymnasium?

(2) Does the parents and citizens'
association of a high school which
is prepared to spend money for
building a gymnasium receive a
subsidy from the Education De-
partment and to what extent?

(3) If (2) is "Yes" what is the normal
delay before such subsidy can be
obtained?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
(1) The basic priority is determined

by the order in which schools were
established. The priority may be
modified after consideration of
such special factors as enrolment,
climatic conditions, the amount of
covered space available in the
school and the proximity to avail-
able facilities.

(2) The normal building subsidy of $
for $ to a maximum subsidy of
$5,000 would be payable.

(3) Providing the parents and citiz-
ens' association could show that it
had sufficient funds to meet Its
proportion of the total cost, the
subsidy would be paid at any stage
of construction.

28. SAWN TIMBER
Production and Rail Cartage

Mr. REID, to the Minister for Forests:
(1) What quantity of sawn timber was

produced during 1970-71 in-
(a) the metropolitan area;
(b) the south-west statistical

division?
(2) What quantity was railed from the

source of production and to what
destinations was it consigned?

Mr. H. fl. EVANS replied:
t1) (a) 33,811 loads.

(b) 278.598 loads.
(2) This information is not available

from the Forests Department.

29. This question was Postponed.

30. RESEARCH STATIONS
Staff TransfJers

Mr' McPHARLflq, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) What is the number of staff emi-

ployed on each research station
in Western Australia in-
(a) offie work:
(b) field work?
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(b)
Office

I

3

(2) What is the total number of trans-
fers from one office to another,
Including research stations by-
(a) office staff;
(b) field staff,
from 1st July, 1971 to 1st Sep-
tember, 1972?

(3) What Is the average cost to the
department for each transfer for
the same period?

Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:

31. LEGAL CONTRIBUTION
TRUST FUND

Expenditure, 1968 to 1972
Mr. BRYCE, to the Attorney-General:
(1) What moneys were in the Legal

Contribution Trust Fund as at 31st
July in 1968, 1969, 1970, 1971 and
1972?

(2) How much money was spent from
the fund in each of the above
years, and for what purposes?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
(1) Interest earned in each of the

years ended-
30th June, 1969-$43113.47.
30th -June, lg970-$65,978.34.
30th June, 1971-$97,730.99.
30th June, 1972-$142,375.85.

(2) Disposal of interest earned-

Administration expenses .. .
Insurance of guarantee fund ... ..
Transfer to guarantee found .............
Legal assistance scheme

32.

33.

TEACHERS' TRAINING
COLLEGES
Applicants

Mr. BRYCE, to the Minister for
Education:

How many applications were re-
ceived in 1971 for admission to
teachers' colleges for the 1972
academic year, and how many
applicants were admitted?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
3004 applications were received,
2481 were qualified, and 1512 were
admitted.
I might add that this supplies the
perfect answer to a certain gentle-
man from the University of West-
ern Australia who claimed recent-
ly that the standards of trainees
entering our teachers' training
colleges were dropping,

SCHOOLS
Enrolments and Teacher-Pu pil

Ratios
Mr. BRYCjE, to the Minister for
Education:

What is the current enrolment at
each primary school in the Ascot,
-Swan, Nedlands and East Melville
electoral districts, and what is the
current teacher-pupil ratio in
these schools?

(1) (a)
Field Work

Abydos .. ... 4
Avondale ... 7
Badgingarra, . a-
Bramley .... .... 4
Chapman ._ 1. 4
Denmark ... .. 13
Esperance Downs 8
Gascoyne .. ... 13

Kimbrley34
Manjimup a
Medina Pig ... 11
Medina Vegetable 11
Merredin ... ... 10
Mt. Barker ... 7
Newdegate a..
Northam -- 5
Woodlands Poultry 10
Salmon Gums .. 5
Stoneville .... .. it1
Swan ... .... 5
Wiluna ...., . 7
Wokalup ... .... 13
Wongan Hills ... 20
As at 1st September, 1972.

(2) (a) Nil.
(b) 34.

(3) $310.00. Ascot-
Ashfield
Belmay
Belmay J.P.
Belmont
Carlisle
Cloverdale
Eedcliffe
Rivervale
Tranby

Swan-
Anzac Terrace
Bassendean
Bellevu-e
Eden Hill
Greenmount
Guildf ord
Koongania
Lockridge
Middle Swan
Midland
Midvale

30/6/69 30/6/70
$ $

691.75 703.15
6,825.00 6,825.00

35,596.72 10,000.00
48,450.19

488
555
355
285
683
605
283
240
452

293
386
84

546
226
322
369
714
439
278
490

30/6/71
9

835.15
6,825.00.

100.00~
80,070.84

Teacher-pupii
ratio to 1.

32.5
32.6
29.6
3.7.9
32.5
31.8
31.4
30.0
34.8

36.6
35.1
28.0
32.1
32.3
29.3
33.5
34.0
33.8
34.8
35.0

30/6/772
8

813.10
18.900. 00
20,000.00

102,662.'75

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
Pupils
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N'edland--
Claremont
Dalkeith
East Claremont
Hollywood
Nedlands

East Melville-
Applecross.
Ardross
Attadale
Booragoon
Mt. Pleasant

Pupils Teacher-pupil
ratio to 1.

306
362
199
228
321

442
492
587
377
664

25.5
36.2
28.4
32.6
32.1

34.0
35.1
34.5
34.3
33.2

34. SCHOOLS AND HIGH
SCHOOLS

Students over 14 Years 01 Age
Mr. BRYCE, to the Minister for
Education:

In respect of each of the years
1952, 1962 and 1972. what was
the number of pupils in attend-
ance at State Primary and second-
ary schools who, on 31st July, were
aged 14. 15, 16, 17, 18. 19 years
and over respectively?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
1952 1962 1971

14 4,319 9,683 15,261
15 1,556 6,546 10,986
16 395 2.204 5,111
17 259 931 2,365
18 and over 254 519 616
it Is not possible to give separate
figures for the age groups 18, 19
and over, for the years 1952 and
1962. For 1971 the figures were:-

18-210.
19 and over-406.

35. EDUCATION
Migrant Children

Mr. BRYCE, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) What facilities are being provided

by the Commonwealth Govern-
mnent for the education of migrant
children attending State primary
and secondary schools?

(2) How many schools In the metro-
politan area receive Common-
wealth assistance for this purpose,
and what conditions must be met
in order to qualify for such assist-
ance?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:

(1) The Commonwealth provides--
(a) a record player for secondary

classes;
(b) a refund of the cost of con-

sumable learning materials;

36.

(c) a grant of $50 for each new
class to purchase needed
teaching aids;

(d) In-service training for teach-
ers;

Ce) a refund of the cost of teach-
ers, salaries.

(2) (1) 6 secondary schools.
18 primary schools.

0(Ii a) Full-time classes-
A minimum of 20 students
is required for the em-
ployment of a full-time
teacher. The Common-
wealth Government re-
funds the teacher's salary
in such a case. If the
number of students is
more than 10 but less
than 20, the Common-
wealth refunds half the
salary.

(b) Withdrawal classes-
A minimum of 30 students
is required for the estab-
lishment of a withdrawal
class. These students
may come from more than
one school. Full refund
of salaries by the Com-
monwealth Is made if the
number of pupils exceeds
30. Proportionate re-
funds are made for en-
rolinents between 10 and
29.

HIGH SCHOOLS
Libraries, Science Blocks, and Halls

Mr. BRYCE, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) How many Western Australian

secondary schools are eligible to
receive Commonwealth-financed
libraries and science blocks?

(2) Which of the eligible schools had
not received-
Ca) libraries;
(b) science blocks,
as at 1st July, 1972?

CS) Ca) How many Western Australian
secondary schools have audit-
orium/assembly hall facilities;

(b) how many eligible schools did
not have such facilities on 1st
July, 1972;

(c) what is the estimated cost of
providing the outstanding
number of auditoriurn/assem-
bly halls required?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
(1) All 56 Government secondary

schools are eligible.
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(2) (a) Libraries-
Senior high schools-

Balcatta
Bentley
Busselton
Carnarvon
Cannington
City Beach
Collie
Como
Cyril Jackson
*Eastern Gloldfields
Esperance
Hampton

'Hedland
Hollywood
Kewdale

* Manjirnup
Melville

* Merredin
Mirrabooka
Northam
Rossmoyne
Swanbourne

High schools-
Balga
Bridgetown
Harvey
*Karratha
Margaret River
*Morley
Moora
Mount Barker
Newton Moore
*Rocklngham
South Fremantle

'Thornie
Note: Commonwealth approval
has been granted for a further ten
libraries in the remainder of the
present triennium.
Cb) Science-

*Carxarvon
Como
*Eastern oldfields
Eastern Hills
Harvey

'Hedland
'Karratha

Moora
OMorley
*Rockingham
'Thornlie

*New schools or additions incor-
porating libraries and science
facilities of a Commonwealth pat-
tern.

(3) (a) 19 including 2 in the current
building programme.

(b) 37.
(c) Approximately $6.5 million.

37. SCHOOL CROSSWALKS
Appointment of Attendants

Mr. BR.ADY, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Police:
(1) What criteria are used to deter-

mine if a crosswalk patrol officer
can be provided for a school?

(2) Is the onus on the parents and
citizens' assoclation or the shire
affected to take a count of pedes-
trian-traffic conflict, or does the
traffic department take its own
count?

(3) Are there any factors, e.g., the
vast number of under 12 years of
age children attending school or
absence of fences from school-
grounds, which could affect a
decision to wake crosswalk patrol
officers available?

(4) Can parents of school children
arrange their own crosswalk patrol
officer?

Mr. BICKERTON replied:
(1) to (3) The information sought

by the Member is contained in
Main Roads Department Circular
No. 6/66, a copy of which I will
table.

(4) No.
The circular was tabled (see Paper
No. 349).

38. RURAL UNEMPFLOYMENT
RELIEF

Terms of Employment
Mr. BLAIKIE, to the Premier:.
(1) What are the terms of employment

for those personnel receiving em-
ployment with funds provided by
the commonwealth for rural un-
employment in-
(a) Government;
(b) semi-Government;
ic) local government,
categories in Western Australia?

(2) Would he detail whether person-
nel receive benefits, in addition to
weekly wage (i.e. sick pay, long
service leave, etc.) when employ-
ed by any category as in (1) ?

Mr. J. T. TONK61N replied:
(1) and (2) The rates of pay and con-

39.

ditions of service prescribed by
respective awards for the category
of worker employed.

COURTHOUSE
Bunbury

Mr. WILLIAMS, to the Attorney-
General:
(1) Has a site been acquired for the

building of a new courthouse at
Bunbury?

(2) If so, where is this site?
(3) If "No" what moves are being

made to acquire a site and when
is it expected agreement will be
reached?
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<4) As there is no mention of a new
courthouse for Sunbury in the
Loan Estimates 1972-73, in which
Year is this facility likely to be
built?

(5) As the lease expires on the old
post office In February. 1973, what
arrangements are to be made to
accommodate the public office,
magistrate's rooms, courtroom, etc.
now housed in the old post office?

(6) As members of the public who, for
one reason or another, have to
attend court sittings are at pres-
ent obliged to stand on the foot-
Path and in the porchways of the
existing post office building, would
he have this position rectified by
providing some type of waiting
room near this building?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
(1) Proposals for a new courthouse

in Slunbury were for erection of
the building on a site alongside
the present police station.

2) and (3) Answered by (1).
(4) Present accommodation is con-

sidered adequate.
(5) The buildings alongside the court-

house which are presently oc-
cupied by the Child Welfare
Department are to be made avail-
able to the court and will be up-
dated to suit court requirements.

(6) Provision will be made when the
court moves from the present
building.

COURTHOUSES
Gosnells and Canningion

Mr. BATEMAN. to the Attorney-Gen-
eral:

In view of the rapid increase in
population in Qosnells and Can-
nlngton and the ever-increasing
demands made on police court
work in these areas-
(a) is it Intended to build a court-

house in either of these areas:
(b) if so. when is it anticipated;
(c) if not, what population figures

are required before a court-
house would be built?

Mr. T. D). EVANS replied:
(a) No.
(b) No consideration has been

given to such a proposal.
(c) Population figures are only

one of the criteria to deter-
mine where a court should be
built. Consideration must
also be given to the area where
offences are committed or
causes for civil action arise.

41. EDUCATION

Aborigines: Grants Scheme

Mr. MePHARLIN, to the Minister for
Education:
i1) What are the requirements for

provision of assistance under the
Aboriginal secondary education
grants scheme?

(2) At what age do the students com-
mence to obtain the grants?

(3) What is the amount allowed for-

(a) text books per annum:
(b) uniform allowance per annum:
(c) living allowance up to third

Year, sub-leaving and leaving
grades for students living at
home?

(4) Is there any extra payment to
cover charges for students living
in hostels?

(5) What amount per week is allowed
for private board and is this an
extra payment?

(6) (a) Is there a personal expense
allowance per week for stud-
ents up to third Year, leaving
and sub-leaving years, and if
so, what are the amounts for
each;

(b) are these allowances addit-
ional to any of the above?

(7) If there are compulsory tuition,
examination and service fees are
these paid for under the scheme?

(8) Are fares Paid for students who
have to travel home during term
vacation?

(9) What is the address of the depart-
ment to where applications should
be forwarded?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:

(1) Students must be of Aboriginal
descent, attend an approved school
and be likely to benefit from
further schooling.

(2) From the commencement of the
year in which they turn 15 years
of age.

(3) (a) $50;
(b) $150;
(c) up to third year-S240:

fourth and fifth year-$300.

(4) Compulsory charges are provided.

(5) Payment of boarding costs up to
a maximum of $16 per week but
not in addition to allowances
under (3) (c) above.
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(6) (a) Yes, Up to third year-$1.50
per week;

fourth and fifth year-$2 per
week.

(b) Yes.
(7) and (8) Yes.
(9) Regional Director, Department of

Education and Science. 22 Stirl-
ing Highway, Nedflanda, 6009.

42. TEACHERS' TRAINING
COLLEGES

Certificates and Applicants
Mr. A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Education:
(1) Referring to question 23 of 6th

September, 1972 what were the
commencing enrolments for each

of the teachers' colleges for each
of the years 1957, 1958, 1959, 1970
and 1971?

(2) What were the final enrolments
for each of the colleges in each
of those years?

(3) How many students in each year
of the colleges terminated their
courses during the year and prior
to the conclusion of that year for
each of the years referred to above
because of-
(a) voluntary withdrawal;
(b) dismissal due to unsuitability

for the vocation;
(c) other reasons?

Mr. T. D, EVANS replied.
(1) Commencing enrolments--

Claremont
Late enrolm~ents
Transfer from Secondary,

Total

Oraylands
Late enrolments .. ..

Total ... ..

Secondary... ..
Late enrolmnents ..

Total

(2) Final enrolmient&--

Claremont
Gra~ylendS
Secondary

Feb. 1987

1,209

1,209

448

448

168
9

170

Dec. 1967

... 1,137
435

... 157 756 1,065
*30 students outgoing in June 1968.

(3)-

(a) Voluntary Nwithdraval.-

Claremont .. .
Graylands
Secondary

(b) Dismissed as unsuitable-

Claremont ..
Graylands ... ..
Secondary .. ..

(c) Other reasons-

Claremont
Graylands
Secondary

1968

783
2
2

787

460

460

782

793

1968

765
413*

1969

675
11
12

698

495
a

498

1,133

1,133

19119

669
478

1970

674

703

450

4,50

1,337
19

1,356

19740

676
436

19
11
I91

6
1-

12

2~

2

1971

527

650

433

433

1,424
19

1,443

1971

614
419

1,334.

27
Lb

87

5
4

4
11

57

7
2
4

8

14
10
41

3

.7

15
12
4.9

2
.3

2

12
7
5
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43. HEALTH

Tab Beverage: Hazards

Mr. BRYCE, to the Minister for
Health:

(1) Is he aware that the diabetic soft
drink known as Tab bears the
warning "Take on medical advice
only"?

(2) In view of its widespread avail-
ability will he indicate the health
hazards that may accompany the
consumption of this drink?

Mr. DAVIES replied:

(1) Under the Food and Drug regula-
tions all foods containing the ar-
tificial sweetener "cyclamate" are
required to be labelled "Take on
medical advice only".

(2) Cyclamate containing food should
be consumed only when there is
a medical necessity for it. Cycla-
mates have been associated In
animal experiments with cancer of
the bladder.

44. COMMONWEALTH AID
ROADS FUND

Unacceptable Expenditure

Mr. McPHARLIN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Trans-
port:

Further to my question 50 on
16th August, 1972-

(a) will he give full details of the
amounts of "road expendi-
ture" not acceptable to the
Commonwealth for the years
1969-70. 1970-71 and 1971-72;

(b) why were these amounts
claimed by the State as road
expenditure under the 1969-74
Commonwealth Aid Roads
Act?

Mr. MAY replied:

(a) See statement attached.

(b) The items on which detailed
expenditure is shown In reply
to question (a) are essential
to the operations of the Main
Roads Department. The
administrative instructions
from the Commonwealth re-
quire that the State shall meet
this expenditure from State
funds and that it shall not
form part of the State's
".quota". Because of this
policy, the Main Roads De-
partment has never wade a

claim against the Common-
wealth with respect to those
items shown in the answer to
question (a).

The statement was tabled (see paper
No. 350).

45. MEDICAL SCHOOL

Staff Shortage

Mr. NALDER, to the Minister for
Health:

(1) Is it correct that there is a serious
staff crisis at the Western Aus-
tralian medical school?

(2) How many teachers are required
when the school staff is at full
strength?

(3) H-ow many vacancies in the teach-
ing staff exist at present?

(4) What are the reasons for the
vacancies?

(5) What action does the Government
intend taking to retain the con-
fidence of the public who gener-
ously supported the costs of estab-
lishing -the Western Australian
medical school?

Mr. DAVIES replied:
(1) It is aL fact that there is a serious

staff shortage In the Medical
School's. Department of Medicine
but whether this can be said to
have reached crisis proportions is
a matter of opinion.

(2) There are 37J teaching positions
in the Clinical Department in the
Medical School.

(3) There are, at this date, 6f va-
cancies.

(4) One probable reason is, Inadequate
salaries.

(5) The State Government has made
representations to the Common-
wealth Government which has the
responsibility to appoint a com-
mittee of inquiry to review aca-
demic salaries and that the Corn-
mitee's terms of reference should
include inquiries into the matter
of clinical responsibilities In
teaching hospitals.
Although it is understood that the
Commonwealth has appointed the
committee of inquiry, the terms of
reference are not known.
in the meantime, departmental
officers are re-examining this
complex situation to ascertain
whether there is any interim solu-
tion acceptable to all parties
concerned.
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QUJESTIONS (7): WITHOUT NOTICE

ALUMINA REFINERIES

Red Mud By-Products

Mr. GRAHAM (Minister for Develop-
ment and Decentrallsiation):

On the 10th August the member
for Bunibury sought' information
On the possible use of red mud
residue resulting from bauxite re-
fineries.

I undertook to table a feasibility
study of the DL-M process as it
applied to the extraction of iron
from red mud residues. I now
have a COPY of the feasibility
report and I seek your permis-
sion, Mr. Speaker, to lay it on
the Table of the House.

The report was tabled (see paper No. 351).

2. EDUCATION

Free Books Scheme

Mr. T, D, EVANS (Minister for Edu-
cation):

On the 12th September the mem-
ber for Cottesloe addressed a
question to me concerning the
books being produced by the Edu-
cation Department through the
medium of the Government Print-
ing Office. The books appertain
to the subject of social studies,
and I undertook to make copies
available. I now advise that I am
prepared to table a, list of the
books. Some 60 titles are listed
and, in addition, a further nine
small books are being produced
for the free primary school books
scheme. The latter are not yet
available but they will be printed
In time for the beginning of the
1973 school year.

With your approval, Mr. Speaker,
I would like to lay on the Table
of the H-ouse a list of the 60 titles.
The books are available for in-
spection in the Parliamentary
Library, and I am sure members
will be impressed with their Con-
tent and also with their theme.

The list was tabled (see paper No. 352).

3. ESTIMATES

Introduction

Sir CHARLES COURT, to the
Premier:

is the Premier yet In a position
to Indicate when he proposes to
introduce the General Estimates?

4.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
Without giving any definite Un-
dertaking to the Leader of the
Opposition, I anticipate that It
will be about the first week In
October.

WHEAT QUOTAS
Negotiability

Mr. THOMPSON, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Has he received any submissions

from individual banks or organi-
sations representing banking In-
terests on the question of negoti-
able wheat quotas?

(2) If so, will he say what Is their
attitude to negotiable quotas?

(3) Which banks, either individually
or by group representation, have
made submissions to him on this
Issue?

Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:

(1) Yes.
(2) The banks are anxious that their

security he protected where trans-
fer of base quota is contemplated.

(3) It is understood that all banks
are concerned on this issue.

5. LOCAL AUTHORITIES
Number

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Local Gov-
ernment:

How many local authorities are
there in Western Australia?

Mr. TAYLOR replied:

That information is readily avail-
able from the Minister for Local
Government, but it is obvious that
I do not have it with me. I will
undertake to supply it to the
member for Floreat.

6. STATE ELECTRICITY
COMMISSION

Gal-vanising Work
Mr. WILIAAMS, to the Minister for
Electricity:
(1) Have there been occasions when

work done In the Eastern States
by E.P.T. has been rejected by
S.E.C. inspectors and has been
satisf actorily regalvanised by
Western Australian firms?

(2) If so, on how many occasions has
this occurred and has the regal-
vanised work been satisfactory?
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(3) Generally, has the galvanising
work done by Gaivanisers-Lyons
Pty. Ltd. for the S.E.C. been satis-
factory?

Mr. MAY replied:

(1) to (3) 1 think the member for
Bunbury will appreciate that I am
unable to supply an answer to
his question now. I will obtain
the information and supply the
answer next week.

'7. KWINANA-BALGA POWER
LINE

Construction: Approval

Mr. THOMPSON, to the Minister for
Electricity:

Section 29, subsection (1) of the
State Electricity Commission Act
states--

"...The Commission may on
behalf of Her Majesty-

(a) construct, maintain and
work any electrical or
other undertaking as de-
fined in this Act".

In section 7 of the same Act it is
stated-

. undertaking" means-
(a) with respect to the Com-

mission an undertaking
approved by the Gover-
nor for the erection, con-
struction and Provision of
distribution works...

(1) Will he state in which Govern-
ment Gazette it was announced
that the Governor had approved
the undertaking of the 330 kV
Kwlnana-Balga power line?

(2) If no such approval was gazetted,
will he say by what authority the
commission is constructing this
power line?

Mr. MAY replied:

(1) Approval not yet gazetted.

(2) The commission has not yet com-
menced construction. It has
mereiy issued a letter of Intent
subject to Executive Council ap-
proval.

LIQUOR ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Recommittal

Bill recommitted, on motion by Mr. T.
D). Evans (Attorney-General), for the fur-
ther consideration of clauses 4 and 26.

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr. Bate-

man) in the Chair; Mr. T. D3. Evans
(Attorney-General) in charge of the Bill.

Clause 4: Section 7 amended.

Mr. Rt. L. YOUNG: After we had passed
clause 4 it was brought to my attention
by a number of people that the observance
of Anzac Day ceremonies usually con-
cluded between 12 noon and 12.30 p.m.

People connected with the Returned
Services League, and those who wished to
continue to hold Anzac Day ceremonies
sacred, felt that if hotels and licensed
premises were permitted to open at noon
those premises would compete with part
of the ceremony attached to Annec Day.

It has been suggested that to avoid any
clash with Anzac Day ceremonies, hotels
and other licensed Premises should not
open until 12.30 P.M. For that reason, I
move an amendment-

Page 3, line 29-Delete the word
"noon" and substitute the passage
"halt past twelve in the afternoon".

Mr. IT. D. EVANS: I simply Indicate that
representations have been made to the
Government for amendments similar to
those proposed by the member for Wemb-
ley to give effect to the desires of the
R.8.L.

The representations came first of all
from the member for Northam, who drew
my attention to this matter, but at a time
when the Committee had passed the stage
of considering clause 4: and further rep-
resentations were made direct to the
Premier. It was then decided to seek the
recommittal of the Bill, but at the same
time representations had been made to the
member for Wembley. who had drafted
amendments in the manner desired.

Whilst various procedures are required
to give effect to the desire of the R.S.L.. I
recommend that the amendment that has
been moved and those that are to be moved
by the member for Wembley be supported.

Mr. NALER: I wish to ask a question
of the Minister. Under the previous Act
the time stated in these circumstances was
1.00 p.m., and I understand on that oc-
casion the R.S.L. provided the same argu-
ment as has been Presented to the
Chamber this afternoon. Is the R.S.L.
now prepared to agree to the time being
12 noon instead of 1.00 pin.?

Mr. T. D. Evans: Yes.

Mr. NALER: Does this cover the situ-
ation as far as that organisation is con-
cerned?,
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Mr. T. D. EVANS: From the comnmuni-
cation that has been made direct to the
Premier and the correspondence addressed
to the member for Northam, which I have
perused, I would say "Yes."

Mr. Rt. L. YOUNG: To add weight to
that, the communications I have had with
the R.B.L. accord with what the Attorney-
General has said.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. Rt. L. YOUNG: I move an amend-
ment-

Page 4, line 4 -Delete the word
"noon" and substitute the passage
"half-past twelve in the afternoon".

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. RL. L. YOUNG: I move an amend-
int-

Page 4, line 18-Delete the word
"noon" and subsrltuse me passage
"half-past twelve in the afternoon".

Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clause 26: Section 129 amended-

Mr. T. D. EVANS: On reference to the
Bill as presented to this Chamber mem-
bers will observe that clause 26, prior to
the amendment which was accepted by
the Committee the last time the Bill was
dealt with, provided that the general pro-
hibition applying to children on licensed
premises in areas other than in a dining
room would nut apply when the juvenile
was accompanied by a person in authority
over him on licensed premises where
liquor was sold and supplied only to per-
sons seated at a table.

The member for Wembley drew my at-
tention to the fact that in many instances
this would place a prohibition on an adult
person entering into certain licensed
premises with a child. Since 1970 ex-
perience has shown that in many instances
children are unaccompanied by adults and
run wild In public bars.

No-one suggests we should go back to the
situation which existed before 197D. when
children were not allowed on licensed
premises at all and were left to their own
devices in many cases when their parents
were otherwise engaged in hotels. How-
ever, it was thought that children should
be restricted to areas In licensed premises
where the adults In authority over them
and the children themselves would be
seated at a table where reasonable re-
freshment would be taken. The children
would not necessarily cause inconvenience
to other patrons and would not be ex-
posed to what might be regarded as uin-
desirable experiences in public bars.
Hence the Bill as originally presented
provided that the general prohibition
would not apply where liquor was sold and

supplied only to Persons seated at a table.
The material words were "where liquor Is
sold and supplied only to persons seated
at a table,'t

That provision would apply admirably
in hotels where stewards and stewardesses
sell and serve liquor at tables, but it would
exclude adult persons in the company of
juveniles from entering other premises
that did not have service prodided by
stewards and stewardesses at tables. The
member for Wembley quite properly pro-
posed that the clause should be amended
to cover the situation where there was a
bar and tables but no service by stewards
or stewardesses, so that the children could
be seated at a table while the adults went
to the bar to buy the reasonable refresh-
ments and take them back to the table
where the children were seated.

To complicate or clarify the mnatter fur-
ther, the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
perceived the possibility of dtfficulty-and
upon reflection it transpired that it was
a real difficulty-in that if the amend-
ment moved by the member for Wembley
were accepted with the intention of over-
coming an inherent weakness in the
drafting of the Bill, another error could
be perpetrated in that where there was a
bar and tables an adult with children
could not be served in that area at all
because the clause provided that the
general prohibition applied except where
liquor was consumed only by persons
seated at a table. Therefore, if there were
a bar in the same environment or room
the general prohibition would still apply
to juveniles in the company of adults.

The matter was referred to the Licensing
Court for advice. Although the amend-
ment I now propose to move will in fact
cause an additional work load on the court,
the court believes this approach is the right
anid proper one to give eff ect to the
original rationale that children in the
company of adults should be served with
reasonable refreshment only when they
are seated at a table. They should not he
allowed to run wild inside the hotel
premises. Prior to 1970, in some circum-
stances children were allowed to run wild
outside hotel premises.

The amendment proposes that, having
regard for his own special circumstances
and the design of his premises, a licensee
may make application to the court nomin-
ating areas within his premises where
children could and could not be served,
whereupon the court may approve of such
areas. I envisage that in some premises
there would be a sign over public bars
reading "Children are not allowed in this
area," whilst in lounges or garden areas
where drinks are normally consumed at a
table-whether they are served at the table
or bought elsewhere and brought to the
table-hildren would be permitted whilst
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In the company of an adult who was taking
some reasonable refreshment within the
meaning of the 1970 Act,

Since drafting the proposed amendment
to give effect to the suggestion which has
been approved of by the Licensing Court,
it has been drawn to my attention that
there could be-not necessarily would be-
some licensees who did not wish to have
children on their premises at all. There-
fore, If licensees are given discretion in the
matter of applying for permission to have
children on their premises, some of them
may not apply at all, in which case as
regards those premises we will find our-
selves with the situation that prevailed
prior to 1970. where children were either
left at home unattended, left in the street,
or left in cars while their parents were
engaged in drinking in hotels, sometimes
for Inordinate periods.

I move -an amendment-
Delete all words after the word

".premises" on page 16, line 35, down to
and including the word "table" on
page 17, line 1, with a view to substi-
tuting other words,

Mr. O'NEIL: This is only my third con-
tribution to the debate on this Bill and,
from what the Minister said, I believe he
should be grateful. My first contribution
when the Minister introduced this proposal
was by way of an interjection that in my
view the proposal in the original Hill did
not cover the situation as he and the
Chamber desired.

Mr. T. D. Evans: That was a very early
and a very astute observation.

Mr. O'NEIL: Thank you. The Attorney-
General has covered the broad scenario of
the situation. However, I feel we should
return to the synoptic situation. I have
learnt these words from my leader. I am
told they are used a great deal overseas,
and are quite up to the standard of the
word "rationale" used by the Attorney-
General. This is becoming quite worn
out.

Mr. Taylor: Like "this point of time" In
place of "now."

Mr. O'NEfL~: I believe that the amend-
ment proposed by the Attorney-General
will adequately cover the situation. How-
ever, I am rather regretful that the officers
of the Licensing Court will be involved in
additional work as a result of my sugges-
tion.

We are considering the situation of
young children accompanying their parents
for a reasonable amount of time In public
bars on licensed premises. It is my opinion
that young and not so young children
should be Permitted to accompany their
parents to licensed premises in adequate
surroundings, and I have instanced the

12)

case of the entertainment which is pro-
vided at metropolitan hotels on Friday and
Saturday evenings. Some parents may like
to take their children to enjoy this enter-
tainment. The Act as originally introduced
provided that juveniles would not be per-
mitted in an area where there was a public
bar. Juveniles were to be permitted in an
area where beverages were sold at tables
and consumed at tables. However, It Is my
experience-admittedly not very wide ex-
perience-that in most hotels there Is
almost invariably a bar in areas where
beverages are sold and consumed at the
table.

Surely the way around this problem is
that each and every publican should apply
to the Licensing Court to set aside an area
on his licensed premises where juveniles
may enter in the company of adults. I am
sure the Committee Is well aware that this
does not confer on the juveniles the right
to drink Intoxicating beverages in this
area. It simply confers upon people below
the age of 18 the right to be on the Prem-
ises in the company of their parents or
guardians.

Mr. T. D, Evans: The provisions of the
parent Act will still apply.

Mr. O'NEIL: That is correct. It has
always seemed passing strange that in ac-
tual fact the only Place where a person
below the age of 18 is not pernitted to
drink is on premises licensed for drink-
ing. A 17-year-old at my invitation in
my home may partake of liquor, and yet
my home is not licensed for drinking.

Mr. T. D. Evans: That Is another valid
observation.

Mr. O'NEIL: I assure the Attorney-Gen-
eral that this Is my last contribution to
the debate. I thank him for having noted
the points I made and I trust that this
method of overcoming the problem does
not create more difficulties.

Mr. NALDER: I am not convinced that
the Attorney-General's amendment will
achieve the desired result. The Attorney-
General said that publicans do not have
to apply for this permit.

Mr. T. D. Evans:, That is so.
Mr. NALDER: In other words, they are

not required to make provision for such
an area on their premises.

Mr. TI. D. Evans: I have already covered
that. I intend to make this mandatory
to overcome the evil which existed prior
to 1970-children could run wild in some
areas. Areas will be prescribed where
children may sit at a table in the company
of adults who may consume liquor.

Mr. NALDER: I understood that the
provisions of the amendment would not
require the children to be seated at the
tables.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Oh, no.
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Mr. NALDER: The children can be any-
where.

Mr. T. D. Evans: The Licensing Court
wvill lay down the conditions.

Mr. NALDER: I would prefer the Attor-
ney-General to give the Chamber some in-
dication of the line to be taken by the
court. The court will not know what Par-
liament wants it to do. Many different
situations could arise. The previous Act
Provided that children bad to sit at a
table.

Mr. T1. D. Evans: This is the very evil
we are trying to overcome.

Mr. NALDER: I am surprised that the
Attorney-General calls it an evil.

Mr. T. D. Evans: The evil of children
being allowed to run wild in a public bar.

Mr. NALDER: I understand that the
Attorney-General 's asking us to amend
the Act where it provides that children
mnust be seated at a table. Is it the Attor-
ney-General's intention to let the Licen-
sing Court decide where the children may
be?

Mr. T. 1). Evans: Yes.
Mr. NALDER: We are not giving the

court a lead at all. Ten hotels in any
section of the metropolitan area may all
require something different.

Mr. Bertram: Would that matter?
Mr. T. 12. Evans: This is the very pur-

pose of the amendment.
Mr. NALDER: In this Chamber we have

always tried to give a lead to the people
administering the laws.

Mr. Bertram: The Licensing Court will
build up its own code.

Mr. NATDER: There will be so many
different situations.

Mr. T. D2. Evans: Exactly. And this is
why we are trying to write in some flexi-
bility.

Mr. NALDER: Can the Attorney-Gener-
al give us some idea of how the different
situations will be catered for?

Mr. T. D. Evans: Yes.
Mr. NA1.DER: The provision that chil-

dren must be seated will be deleted. Con-
ditions may be easy to meet in one hotel
but difficult in another. -Why not give
the court a lead?

Mr. T. D. EVANS: I am very Pleased to
have the opportunity to attempt to clarify
the situation for the Leader of the Country
Party. I refer to section 129 of the princi-
pal Act which came into operation on the
1st July, 1970, as a result of very long and
careful deliberations by this Parliament.
Subsection (1) (h) of this section contains
a general prohibition relating to children
being on licensed premises.

Subsection (1) of that section states-

Subject to the succeeding Provisions
of this section, every person who-

(hi being a juvenile, and not be-
ing the servant or agent of
the licensee or a person act-
ing under, or employed in
connection with, a contract
with the licensee, enters or
remains In any part of
licensed premises where liquor
is served except for the pur-
pose of obtaining a meal;

commits an offence.

Tt is a fact that no person under the age
of seven Years may be charged with a
criminal offence in this State, whether it
be a criminal offence or a quasi-criminal
offence. In my view offences under this
Act would be quasi-criminal offences. So
a child who has not attained his seventh
birthday is free under the provisions of
the Act at present to wander anywhere in
a hotel at any time when it is licensed to
trade.

The second Point is that, under the
Criminal Code, where a child under the
age of 14 years commits an offence against
the Statute law of Western Australia, a
special onus is imposed upon the Crown to
show that the child was fully cognisant of
the law and the obligations imposed upon
him under the law.

So it would seem to me-and this is
the experience of the police-that a child
who has not attained his 14th birthday
may in many instances enter licensed
premises with almost complete immunity.
Therefore, under the Act as it stands, the
situation is quite open in the case of a
child below 14 years of age.

For that very reason I sought to provide
in the Bill that children in the presence
of an adult should be seated at a table,
and that the adult who is taking reason-
able refreshment and is required to exer-
cise authority over the children should
also be seated at the table. I also sought
to provide that children shall not enter
a public bar.

In endeavouring to do so I concede that
insufficient attention was given to the
varying circumstances applying from hotel
to hotel, not only in the metropolitan area
but throughout the State. We must have
regard for the typical suburban hotel
where there is a lounge where drinks are
served at tables by stewards and
stewardesses, and where the actual pur-
chase of liquor and its consumption take
place at the table.

However, it is not economical to main-
tain a full steward and stewardess service
in all hotels at all times during the 12
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hours of trading. Therefore, in some cir-
cumistances, whilst tables are provided in
the lounge there is also a bar where a
person may purchase liquor and return to
his table to consume it. it was to over-
come the latter situation that the member
for Wembley moved his amendment. After
the amendment was moved the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition rightfully drew
to our attention that in the situation to
which I last referred, where there is a
bar and tables, and it is required that the
liquor be consumed only at the tables and
not at the bar, the area would be out of
bounds to persons with children.

This matter was referred to the Licens-
ing Court. The court is fully aware of
the rationale of the amendment. It has
read the debates which took place and it
has read of the attempts made to over-
come the difficulty. It is also aware of
the difficulties existing under the present
Act, and of the situation of a child who
has not attained his 14th birthday. Cer-
tainly the police, who are required to en-
force the provisions of the Act, are aware
of the difficulty.

So the Licensing Court approved of the
present position in which the individual
circumstances of a hotel may be taken
into consideration. Where hotels provide
a steward and stewardess service the
Licensing Court can provide that children
will be accommodated only whilst seated
at a table, and the actual purchase of
lsuor must take place at that table. Where

a hotel has not a steward and stewardess
service the Licensing Court can provide
that children must be seated at a table
and that the adult in authority must con-
sume his liquor at the table.

Mr. Nalder: Does not that mean that
an adult with two children in his care
who is seated at a table could not go
to the bar to purchase liquor and then
return to the table to consume It?

Mr. T. D. EVANS: I am trying to create
the situation where the licensee of large
premises will be required to apply to the
court and to say, "I have a garden area
or lounge where there are tables and chairs
and I Will Welcome children with their
parents in that area, but not in the public
bar." The Licensing Court may approve
of that situation because it is different
from the situation in a country area where
there is only one bar-and it must be a
public bar-with a couple of tables In the
corner. We must have regard for that
situation, and the Licensing Court should
have the flexibility.

Mr. Bertram: Should not we give the
court discretion to lay down guidelines as
to what is acceptable, and also give It the
guideline that the interests of the child
should be paramount when making a de-
termination? Could we not insert that?

Mr. T. D. EVANS: With all due respect,
I cannot see the need for it. I propose
to move that the following passage be
inserted in lieu of the words deleted:-

which,' on application which shall be
made by the licensee in accordance
with the rules, has been approved by
the Court for the purposes of this
subsection,

This is the general prohibition that applies
to children being on licensed premises,
and the effect of the amendment will be
that the court will be able to lay down rules
for areas where there are tables and other
facilities for drinking.

Mr. W. G. Young: If in the event of
parents, accompanied by children, enter-
ing a crowded lounge room where tables are
provided, and no seating happens to be
available, is it incumbent upon the licensee
to refuse to serve them?

Mr. T. D. EVANS: It would be incumn-
bent upon the licensee in that Instance to
use his common sense. We are trying to
introduce some flexibility into the legisla-
tion.

Mr. W. 0. Young: It would be reason-
able for him to use his common sense.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: When we entered
the recommittal stage of this Bill I did not
think it would be possible to spend 40
minutes on this clause, because it is so
simple. At the moment. In accordance
with the Act, children can enter licensed
premises. The Bill has attempted to rec-
tify that by stating that people accoin-
partied by children can only be served in
an area wvhere tables and other facilities
are made available to serve liquor. Im-
mediately a problem was raised by stating
that there are very few areas in a hotel
where liquor can be served at a table.

I now ask the Committee to forget what
has happened and to look at what we are
trying to do. We are saying to the licen-
see, "You must apply to the court to make
available an area in which people accom-
panied by children can still consume
liquor." The Licensing Court will then
prescribe that the area is a reasonable
one for children to enter. At this stage
I take it that the Attorney-General i4
only foreshadowing the moving of his next
amendment, but I support the deletion of
the words as set out in his amendment
which appears on page 11 of today's notice
paper.

Amendment put and passed.
Mr. T. D. EVANS: I move an amend-

men t-
Page 18, line 35--Substitute the fol-

lowing for the words deleted:-which,
on application which shall be made by
the licensee in accordance with the
rules, has been approved by the Court
for the purposes of this subsection.".
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Mr. R. L. YOUNG: Having dealt with
the principle of children being accom-
panied by their parents, I now wish to
Point out to the Attorney-General that
the Licensing Court has taken a mam-
moth job on its own shoulders. I support
this amendment only on the assurance of
the Attorney-General that the court is
quite happy to carry out this duty. I will
now outline some of the risks associated
with this task. We are now saying that
the court will ask a licensee to apply for
Permission to serve liquor in an area such
as the one prescribed, and it will be incum-
bent upon the court to look at possibly
1,000 applications for areas to be pres-
cribed.

I accept the fact that these provisions
In the Bill may be proclaimed at different
times and therefore the Licensing Court
will not have to perform this task all at
once. However, I can visualise that when
the job does fall on the court's shoulders
it will have a very difficult time, but I am
not going so far as to suggest that we
should not accept the amendment because
of that. I have some reservations about
the amount of work the court will be called
on to perform and whether it can cope
with it. I therefore accept the amendment
moved by the Attorney-General, subject
to the warning I have issued.

Amendment Put and passed.

Clause, as further amended, put and
passed.

Bill again reported, with further amend-
r, n ts.

PARLIAMENTARY COMMISSIONER
ACT

Rules: Motion
Debate resumed, from the 12th Sep-

tember, on the following motion by Mr.
.1. T. Tonkin (Prermer):

That Pursuant to section 12 of the
Parliamentary Commissioner Act, 1971,
this House makes the following rules
for the guidance of the Parliamentary
Commissioner in the exercise of his
functions-
1. These rules may be cited as the

Parliamentary Commissioner's
Rules, 1972.

2. In these rules, the term "the
Act" means the Parliamentary
Commissioner Act. 1971.

3. The Parliamentary Commissioner
may from time to time, in the
Public interest or in the interests
of any department, authority,
organization, or person, publish
reports relating generally to the
exercise of his functions under
the Act, or to any particular case
or cases Investigated by him.

whether or not
dealt with in
have been the
laid before
Parliament.

the matters to be
any such report

subject of a report
either House of

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands--
Leader of the Opposition) [5.28 p.m.]: The
Premier, when introducing this motion for
rules under the Parliamentary Commis-
sioner Act, explained why he felt this par-
ticular rule was necessary. By way of inter-
jection I asked him whether the question
of ultra vires had been checked and he
replied that so far as he could ascertain
the legal advisers to the Government were
of the opinion that the proposed rule would
be within the scope of the Act.

We are at some disadvantage, because
this motion was introduced only on Tues-
day last and, try as hard as I will, I have
not been able to get an opportunity to
check up on our understanding of the rule
as it would apply if it is introduced in its
present form. However, from our superfi-
cial examination of the rule that we have
been able to make since Tuesday, we be-
lieve that perhaps it goes beyond our origi-
nal intention so far as the Parliamentary
Commissioner is concerned.

I have, on one short look at the Act in
its entirety, studied what is expressed In
it. I started with section 12 which is the
one quoted for the purpose of making this
rule. We find this enables the Parliament
under subsection (1) to make rules to
guide the commissioner in the exercise of
his functions. In subsection (2) of section
12 it is provided that the functions are
to be exercised in accordance with the
rules made in Parliament.

if we turn to section 28, which is rather
important in this study of the rules now
before us, we find this section empowers
Parliament to authorise the commissioner
to publish for certain purposes reports
relating to his functions generally, or
relating to any particular case investigated
by him.

Section 23 provides that the information
obtained by the commissioner in any in-
vestigation shall not be disclosed other
than for proceedings except for the pur-
poses of investigation; and, of course, for
any recommendation and report under
this Act. The main thing that follows is
the Provision with which I want to deal
with some emphasis, because it refers to
the disclosure of any information as a
breach of secrecy under the Act.

Under section 15 reports by the com-
missioner to either House of Parliament
are permitted. Under section 27 annual
reports are to be made to Parliament;
and under section 28 reports under the
rules of Parliament are also permitted.
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In framing these rules under section 12
of the Act there are a number of matters
which we should bear In mind. The first
Is the secrecy provision affecting the com-
missioner; the seond is the commission-
er's powers to override the secrecy pro-
visions and all other Acts, and that Is set
out in section 20 (2); the third Is that
the commissioner is immune from civil
and criminal proceedings as set out in
section 30; and the fourth is that the
tenure of office of the commissioner, apart
from the five-year term, is substantially
the same as that applying to a judge.

The next point to be borne in mind Is
that the Parliamentary Commissioner is
answerable only to both Houses of Par-
liament. Under the rules that are now
proposed the following appears-

3. The Parliamentary Commissioner
may from time to time. in the
public interest or in the interests
of any department, authority,
organization, or person, publish
reports relating generally to the
exercise of his functions under
the Act, or to any particular case
or cases investigated by him,
whether or not the matters to be
dealt with In any such report
have been the subject of a report
laid before either House of Par-
liament.

I gather that in the drafting of this rule
the Parliamentary Draftsman endeavoured
to go as close as he could to the wording
in section 28. Members of the opposition
with whom I have conferred in the time
available, as well as 1, believe that just be-
cause the words are expressed in this way
in section 28, it does not mean the rules
themselves should be as broad as the par-
ticular rule that is written into part 3 of
the motion before us.

My reasons for saying that are based on
the following factors: it is my understand-
Ing that the Parliamentary Commissioner
Is essentially an officer of Parliament.
This was the emphasis placed on his
appointment, and there was good reason
for that. Initially his main reporting
function is not to the public but to Par-
liament, and this is spelt out in very clear
terms. He is to submit annual reports
which come before Parliament, and just as
the reports of the Auditor-General are
tabled in this Parliament so I Presume the
reports of the Parliamentary Commis-
sioner on his work will also be tabled here.
That is the first indication the publc
should have of the contents of such
reports.

Now we turn to the situation as explained
by the Premier, where the Parliamentary
Commissioner, regardless of whether or not
he has reported to Parliament, will be able
under the rule I1 have mentioned virtually
to enter Into public controversy, conres-
pondence, and debate on a particular case.

I do not think this was ever intended.
I can see some Irritation being caused
where a disgruntled person puts up what
is possibly a hopeless case and the Om-
budsman rejects it. He rejects It alter
looking at it, and deciding the ease is not
one for him to deal with or is not
genuine. He may then find this person
rushing to the Press making all sorts of
allegations a gai n st the department,
against the Parliamentary Commissioner,
and for that matter against other people.
I do not believe it was ever intended that
the Parliamentary Commissioner should
be left free to enter into public debate
and public argument even in defence of
himself. I do suggest to the Premier
that If his advisers look at this they will
find, first of all, that the Act does not
give us the power to make a rule quite in
the form that is proposed.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: is it your idea that
there should not be any rules at all?

Sir CHARLES COURT: There must be
rules, but I do not think we should come
down with a sweeping rule. I thought
that when we were prescribing rules
through Parliament we -would have more
detailed and comprehensive ones. That
was my opinion and my understanding,
but I am open to correction. I will not be
dogmatic about this. My understanding
was that as a Parliament, maybe through
the appointment of a committee of both
H-ouses, we would be able to confer with
the commissioner to draw up a set of rules
for his conduct; because essentially he Is
an officer of Parliament. To give him wide
and sweeping authority to comment is to
my mind to permit him to be involved
unnecessarily in public argument. There
are times when it will be to his own Inter-
ests that he only presents annual reports
to Parliament, and not become involved In
a day-to-day slanging match.

I realise the Premier only intends the
Parliamentary Commissioner to use his
power with caution and with restraint,
and when he feels that a special case
has to be dealt with. I am putting f or-
ward this suggestion in the hope that be-
fore the matter is finally resolved-I have
to be quite frank in saying that I have not
had a chance to confer with all my col-
leagues at a proper meeting, and I have
only conferred with some by way of a
casual discussion-we may be able to pre-
scribe In the rules some Procedure whereby
if the Parliamentary Commissioner feels
it is in the Interests of himself, of a
department, or any person, for some public
comment to be made ahead of his normal
report to Parliament, he should be per-
mitted to do so with the leave of the
Speaker, the President, or both.
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In those circumstances he could then
proceed in the matter and make a report
thereon. I understood the Premier to say
that the power which is sought to be con-
ferred under the rule appearing in the
motion to which reference has been made
will not only apply to the tabling of docu-
ments in Parliament, the reason being that
Parliament may be out of session. He en-
visages a situation where the Parliamen-
tary Commissioner in the period when
Parliament Is In recess is given the oppor-
tunity to defend himself against some
Person who makes unfair allegations and
untrue statements.

I do believe-and this is the considered
view of the few colleagues I have talked
to since last Tuesday-that some restraint
should be imposed. I can see the reason
for not wanting to write into the Act a
provision that the commissioner should
be able to approach a Minister, because
that would defeat the purpose of having a
Parliamentary Commissioner. I do not
know whether it would be advisable for
the commissioner to have to obtain the
leave of both the Speaker and the Presi-
dent. because it is possible that they will
not be here at the same time, and e';en
if they are they may not both be In agree-
ment. However, I am prepared to suggest
leave being obtained from the Speaker
or the President, whoever is available at
'he time, for the purpose of clearing up
a particular matter.-

This could be done in a matter of min-
utes, and certainly not longer than a few
hours; so there is some brake placed on
the commissioner and we will not find him

ndgigin daily correspondence with the
newspapers, or through the radio and tele-
vision. To my mind it would embarrass
him if he were free to do that sort of
thing, because I am sure many people will
seek ways to draw him into public con-
troversy. In doing that they would weaken
his position. I believe the secret to his
success will be the reputation he develops
with the public and with the departments.

If the departments realise that they can
be as frank as frank with him, that he is
fair and only wishes to get to the bottom
of a Particular situation, and that he will
not be gullible to cranks and so on, he will
build up a reputation with the depart-
ments on the one hand, and the public
and the Press on the other.

For this reason I would like to feel we
could, before this matter is finally re-
solved, give more consideration to ways
by which we could make it easier for the
commissioner to make his reports, but, at
the same time, not give him a blank
cheque. If we could get some satisfactory
answer on that point, we would be more
happy with the rule; but in its present
form we are not very happy about it at all.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Harman.

ALUMINA REFINERY (MITCHELL
PLATEAU) AGREEMENT ACT

AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

MR. GRAHAM (Balcatta-Minister for
Development and Decentralisation) [5.42
p.m.]: I move-

That the Hill be now read a second
time.

The purpose of the Bill before us is to
ratify an agreement reached between the
Government, the Amax Bauxite Corpora-
tion, and Alcoa, of Australia Ltd. providing
for a definite extension of time on the
Mitchell Plateau project in lieu of the
uncertain deferment provisions under the
existing agreement, and also for the im-
mediate expansion of alumina refinery
capacity at Pinjarra.

The agreement was reached after a re-
quest from Amax for a definite "stay of
proceedings" because of the economic im-
possibility of proceeding with the project
at this stage.

The factors which have combined to
Preclude an early start on construction of
the Mitchell Plateau project include the
following:-

Firstly, the unsuccessful efforts of
member companies of the develop-
ment consortium to attract additional
alumina consumers to the project, de-
spite continuing strenuous efforts to
achelve this end;

Secondly, the cyclic downward
fluctuation in growth of world alumina
consumption which has been a major
contributing factor in the consortium's
inability to attract further consumers;
and

Thirdly, international currency
value fluctuations which have com-
bined to increase substantially the
cost of establishing the Mitchell
Plateau bauxite mining and alumina
refining facilities.

The consortium has carried out a thorough
re-estimation of capital and operating
costs in the light of these factors, taking
into account current alumina price levels,
and has shown that at a capacity of
1,000,000 tons of alumina a year. the pro-
ject is not viable. The scale of the pro-
ject would have to be increased consider-
ably to an output of at least 1.500,000 tons
of alumina a year in order to become econ-
omically feasible. 'The member companies
of the consortium financing this project
did not originally envisage a project of
this size.

As their current alumina needs fall far
short of the 1,500,000 tons output necessary
to ensure a viable project, there is no
practical alternative to delaying a start of

Construction for a period until conditions
change for the better.
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The agreement reached with Amax, and
incorporated in the Bill before us, is for
a basic extension of time of eight years
with Provision for a further four years
if this becomes necessary because of lack
or secure marketing or financing arrange-
ments at that time. The extension wa s
agreed after taking into account known
market factors and projections based on
current conditions. However, it is pos-
sible that these conditions will chang .
sooner than can currently be predicted.

For this reason, we have taken what
steps it was possible to take at this time
to ensure that construction of the project
will begin as soon as is economically pos-
sible. I will deal with these provisions
shortly.

In the meantime, while the projected
development marks time, additional con-
sumers who have taken care of their near-
term requirements for alumina will be able
to base their longer-term needs on the
Kimberley project. This will help to In-
crease the secure markets for initial capa-
city to a level sufficient to allow an econ-
omnically viable operation to proceed.

Amax will review the status of the pro-
ject annually with a view to starting con-
struction as soon as economic and market-
ing conditions allow.

To this end the company has agreed to
continue maintenance of all airport, road,
and existing port facilities at Mitchell
Plateau in order to facilitate continued
examination of the bauxite deposits by
potential participants in the project and
to allow a rapid resumption of develop-
ment as soon as this is Possible.

The company has also agreed to accept
a very considerably higher scale of leasing
fees for the five temporary reserves from
which the project will draw its bauxite.
Further, these fees will rise on a sliding
scale requiring higher Payments each suc-
cessive year until mining commences.

Under the provisions of the Bill before
us the original total leasing fees of $250 a
year will be increased to $5,000 a year for
the first three years; and if the required
development is unable to proceed by that
time, to $10,000 a year for the following
three years, to $15,000 a year to the end
of the ninth year when an annual rental
of $25,000 will apply untfl the lease Is
issued and mining begins.

All of the provisions of this Bill have
been made consequential upon Alcoa of
Australia giving notice of its undertaking
rapidly to increase capacity and output
from its Pinjarra alumina refinery.

During the interim period of the Mit-
chell Plateau project, Amax will meet its
shortfall in alumina requirements by pur-
chasing additional amounts from Alcoa.
This will provide employment for a con-
struction work force building up to a total

of 1,000 men. next year. Additional emn-
ployment will be created for a further 250
men who will be required to expand the
permanent work force at the Pinjarra re-
finery.

The Government is advised that Alcoa
will make a start with the construction of
its additional refinery capacity before the
end of this year, building up to a full-scale
construction programme during the fol-
lowing 12 months.

Alcoa will bring a second unit Into pro-
duction at Pinjarra increasing its annual
capacity to 420,000 tons a year. Addition-
ally, Alcoa will begin a two to three-year
construction programme costing at least
$25,000,000 to increase the capacity of the
refinery to a minimum of 800,000 tons aL
year.

This expansion would have been Im-
possible at this stage had it not been for
the 'additional alumijna requirement of
Amax following the decision to delay a
start on the Mitchell Plateau project.

In essence, this agreement means that
the Government has successfully negoti-
ated additional development which will
take place now, when there is an extreme
need for major projects to go ahead to
lift Western Australia out of its develop-
menit pause.

The alternative course of action of hold-
ing the Mitchell Plateau consortium to a
shorter development time-span would have
been fraught with the likelihood of no
development for a considerable period for
either of the major projects I have men-
tioned.

Now, instead of two alumina projects
facing difficult world price and demand
situations, with both likely to defer ex-
pansion in the interim, this agreement has
guaranteed that one project will go ahead
quickly at Pinjarra, while the other at
Mitchell Plateau has been given a chance
to become even bigger than originally en-
visaged and on a time scale which is still
within reason for a project worth
$350,000,000.

The Government's decision to negotiate
a variation agreement to allow the original
consortium to proceed at a later date with
its development proposals was reached after
taking account of the fact that member
companies in this consortium have already
spent $7,600,000 on exploration, Planning,
and prelimiAnary development.

This is an investment on which members
of the consortium will want to see a bene-
ficial return as soon as possible, and they
can achieve this only by proceeding with
the development. However, as a result of
the development work and planning so far
carried out by Amax and Its partners, the
original consortium Is In the best position
to Proceed rapidly with the development
once It becomes economic as a result of
increased world demand for alumina.
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it has become customary for us to com-
ment on these proposals which have already
been signed prior to their presentation to
Pariament. This agreement, being an
amendment of an existing agreement and
not an entirely new one might be con-
sidered as a deferment of the commence-
ment of the Amax alumina refinery. Of
course, that is not necessarily so, although
It appears that there Is every likelihood
of this at the present moment.

There is nothing in the proposal now
Presented to Parliament to prevent Amax
from commencing operations next year, or
in two or three years' time. All, that the
company sought, after its survey of the
world situation-and knowing that it re-
quired additional supplies of aluina-
was that it should be able to enter into an
agreement with another refinery; because
it would be impossible for the company to
outlay the tremendous capital investment
to produce the comparatively small amount
of alumina for which it has need at the
present time.

I would point out that there is nothing
to prevent Amnax from purchasing its re-
quirements from any one of several differ-
ent places outside of Australia if it decided
to leave Western Australia and not to con-
tinue with the Kimberley proposition.
Therefore, we are fortunate that the com-
pany was here in Western Australia with
a commitment set out in the agreement
Passed earlier. That agreement gave the
company an interest in Western Australia,
and the company was anxious to remain
here and show its bona fides. Because of
that we have been able to negotiate an
agreement under which the refinery at
Pinjarra will be given the opportunity to
proceed with what could be a full expansion
of the industrial establishment at that
location.

The Alcoa refinery at Pinjarra had
ambitious plans of its own but the comn-
pany found it necessary to postpone certain
additions to its refinery and to work only
one-half of the plant which had already
been completed. Therefore, I think we are
very fortunate that it has been possible to
bring these two giants--Alcoa and AmaA-
together with advantage to Western Aus-
tralia in the difficult international situ-
ation which exists at the present time.
This applies more particularly because of
the impact the agreement will have upon
the economy of Western Australia. As al-
ready outlined, work will be available on
the site for approximately 1,000 workmen.
Of course, many hundreds more-perhaps
500-will be employed in fabricating and
servicing those working on the site.

I am certain that the announcement
made recently, accompanied by the signing
of the amended agreement between the
Amax company and the Premier on be-
half of the State, was welcomed in
very many quarters-not only by workmen

who are experiencing employment difficul-
ties, but also Industrial establishments
which are not having as flush a time at
present as they would wish,

Arising out of the unfortunate inter-
national situation it has been possible to
do something, at very short notice, of great
advantage to our State at a time when it
badly needs some impetus along these lines.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Sir
Charles Court (Leader of the opposition).

House adjourned at 5.57 p.m.

Tuesday, the 19th September, 1972

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C. Diver)
took the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read
prayers.

TRAFFIC SAFETY
Report of Superintendent Monok: Tabling

THE HON. J. DOLAN (South-East
Metropolitan-Minister for Police) [4.32
p.mn.]: I desire to lay on the Table of the
House a copy of the general report of
the Superintendent of Traffic, Mr. Monek,
on his overseas visit thiis; year. A copy
will also be available to each member of
the Parliament.

The general and principal recommnen-
dations arising from this report are being
evaluated and will be announced at the
appropriate time.

The report was tabled.

AGE OF MAJORITY BILL
Assent

Message from the Governor received
and read notifying assent to the Bill.

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE
TRADES HALL BUILDING PROJECT

Government Guarantee
The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH , to the
Leader of the House:

With reference to my questions
last week on the matter of a Gov-
ernment Guarantee to Trades
Hall Inc., and also my remarks
made on the motion moved by
the Leader of the House on the
adjournment of the -House, on
Wednesday last, the 13th Sep-
tember-
(a) will the Minister please

advise the House whether, in
accordance with the request
made of the Minister by me,
he has had discussions with
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